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Easter  offerin 


Cares?” 


Question, 
confronts  all  churches 


Valera  Cranford  (R)  helps- Jone  Harbaugh  take  inventory  at  the  Baptist  Bookstore 
extension  in  Syracuse,  N.Y.  Cranford  is  a  Mission  Service  Corps  volunteer  from  Col¬ 
umbus,  Miss.,  and  has  worked  in  the  bookstore  for  10  months.  Mission  Service  Corps 
is  a  Southern  Baptist  program  in  which  people  raise  their  own  financial  support  to 
serve  in  mission  situations. 


Mississippi  volunteer 
follows  grandma’s  style 


in  rags  with  not  enough  food  for  the 
day,  and  one  of  you  says,  ‘Good  luck 
to  you,  keep  yourself  warm,  and  have 
plenty  to  eat,’  but  does  nothing  to 
ference  in  whether  or  not  we  have  that  supply  their  bodily  needs,  what  is  the 
book  store  open,”  said  Quinn  Pugh,  ex-  good  of  that? 
ecutive  director  of  the  New  York  State  “So  with  faith ;  if  it  does  not  lead  to 
Baptist  Convention.  Low  business  action,  it  is  in  itself  a  lifeless  thing” 
volume  makes  it  impossible  to  hire  a  James '2:15-17  (the  New  English 
full-time  manager,  Pugh  said.  “And  Bible). 

without  that  store,  we  wpuldn’t  have  There  is  no  shortage  of  needs  call- 
ready  access  to  church  supplies.  We’d  ing  for  Southern  Baptists’  action, 
have  to  get  them  from  Nashville.”  About  38  percent  of  the  United 
Cranford,  68,  and  widowed,  is  a  States  population  in  1980  was  not  af- 
retired  dental  hygentist  who  wanted  filiated  with  any  religious  group,  com- 
to  work  with  Indians  after  she  joined  pared  to  34  percent  in  1970.  With  a  U.S. 
the  Mission  Service  Corps  in  April  population  of  more  than  230  million 
1984.  MSC  is  a  Southern  Baptist  people,  approximately  94  million  are 
volunteer  program.  Cranford  had  no  without  a  saving  knowledge  of  Jesus 
experience  with  bookstores,  but  after  Christ.  What  will  we  do  to  help  change 
hearing  of  the  need  for  workers  in  these  statistics? 

Syracuse,  decided  to  come.  At  least  one  in  every  16  high  school 

“My  friends  back  in  Columbus,  seniors  is  actively  smoking  mari- 
Miss.,  thought  I  was. crazy,”  recalled  juana  on  a  regular  basis,  and  one  in 
Cranford.  “I  could  be  back  there  with  every  16  drinks  alcohol  daily.  What 
my  family  right  now.  But  you  know,  I  are  Southern  Baptists  doing  to  reach 
remember  my  grandmother  who  was  these  teenagers? 
a  housewife  all  her  life  and  never  By  the  year  2000,  researchers 
worked.  >  predict  that  one  half  of  the  American 

“She  had  a  garden.  And  everytime  population  will  live  in  some  type  of 
we  went  by  she  would  load  us  up  with  multifamily  housing.  What  plans  are 
vegetables.  Even  after  she  got  too  old  we  making  to  meet  the  unique  needs 
to  work  in  that  garden,  she’d  give  us  of  these  people? 
something  when  we  dropped  in— like  Sixty-three  of  the  87  different 

a  jar  of  homemade  jelly.  languages  spoken  by  home  mis- 

“1  knew  she  couldn’t  afford  to  give  sionaries  have  no  printed  materials 
it,  but  she  needed  to,  to  be  happy.  She  available.  When  will  we  provide  the 
lived  for  our  kids.  That’s  all  she  had.  resources  our  missionaries  need  to 
That’s  how  you  find  happiness  in  work  with  such  specific  groups? 
life— by  giving  of  yourself.  The  U.S.  population  grows  more 

“And  when  you  give  to  the  Lord’s  pluralistic  and  diverse  every  day. 
work  it’s  never  enough,”  she  said.  There  are  in  this  country  56  million 
“Because  we  owe  so  much.”  Roman  Catholics  and  Orthodox,  6 

Clay  Renick  is  a  volunteer  with  the  million  members  of  Christian  sec- 
Mission  Service  Corps  Communica-  tarian  groups,  6  million  Jews,  5 
tion  Team.  ‘  million  non-Christian  world 


What’s 

Inside? 


Editorials  by 
Don  McGregor,  Page  2 
Prayer  and  money  far 
Home  Missions 
aces  and  Places  by 
Anne  McWilliams, 
Page  9 

Annie  Kersh:  “A  good 
name  .  . 

i 'vangelism-Bible 
Conference  sets 
doctrine,  practice  4 
sessions ,  Page  3 
baptist  Press’ news  ruled 
“balanced”  Page  5 


Week  of  Prayer 
March  M0,  1985 

Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering 

National  Coal  $30,000,000 


l 


PAGE  2  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Thursday,  February  28,  1985 


Prayer  and  money 

for  home  missions 


WHO  CARES? 

You  Can! 


Many  Southern  Baptists  have  felt 
that  it  would  be  a  thrilling  and  in¬ 
teresting  experience  to  be  able  to  visit 
a  mission  field. 

All  they  really  need  to  do  is  to  look 
around. 

To  be  found  all  around  us  are  some 
sfi  the  most  needy  and  desperate  mis¬ 
sion  fields  that  are  to  be  found 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Maybe  it’s  not 
as  exciting  a  mission  field  to  visit  as 
others.  They  only  reason  that  it 
wouldn’t  be,  however,  is  that  one 
wouldn’t  have  to  fly  across  an  ocean 
or  cross  an  international  boundary  in 
his  car.  . 

The  needs  are  every  bit  as  great  in 
the  United  States  as  they  are  in  Hong 
Kong  or  Manila  or  Buenos  Aires  or 
Montevideo  or  Mexico  City  or  Rio  de 
Janeiro.  In  fact,  missionaries  working 
in  those  cities  might  have  more  per¬ 
sonal  safety  than  those  at  work  in  the 
South  Bronx  of  New  York  City  or  in 
Oakland,  Calif.,  or  in  the  inner  city  of 
Los  Angeles  or  in  some  areas  of 
Chicago.  Yet  we  have  workers  in  those 
places  of  the  United  States  who  are 
finding  the  lost  and  leading  them  to 
Christ. 

This  is  home  missions,  and  heroes 
of  the  faith  are  carrying  the  gospel  to 
every  corner  of  our  nation.  In  addition 
to  the  big  cities  they  are  going  to  the 
more  sparsely  populated  western 
areas  of  the  country,  where  the  next 
Southern  Baptist  may  be  100  miles 
away.  The  only  difference  between 
what  they  are  doing  and  foreign  mis¬ 
sions  endeavors  is  that  generally  the 
home  missionaries’  neighbors  speak 
English.  But  then,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  foreign  missionaries  speak  the 
languages  of  their  places  of  services. 
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And  getting  back  to  family  and  loved 
ones  from  a  foreign  field  might  be  no 
more  of  a  problem  than  for  many 
home  missionaries. 

All  of  this  is  to  say  that  our  home 
missions  efforts  need  to  be  supported 
by  prayer  just  as  much  as  do  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  foreign  missionaries.  They 
need  prayer  throughout  the  year,  but 
the  annual  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home 
Missions  is  March  3  to  10.  This  is  the 
time  set  aside  each  year  for  specific 
and  concentrated  prayer  for  the 
ministry  of  the  Home  Mission  Board. 

Prayer  is  the  main  ingredient  of  this 
annual  observance,  but  money  is  an 
important  part  of  the  picture  also. 
This  is  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Offering  for  Home  Missions. 

The  goal  for  the  Annie  Armstrong 
offering  for  this  year  is  $30  million, 
and  that  amounts  to  about  half  of  the 
annual  budget  for  the  Home  Mission 
Board.  For  the  past  two  years, 
however,  the  goals  have  not  been  met. 
That  means  that  ministries  that 
should  have  been  carried  out  were 


shelved.  The  goals  are  established, 
and  the  Home  Mission  Board 
prepares  a  definite  budget  for  what  it 
feels  needs  to  be  dQne  with  the  money. 
When  it  doesn’t  come  in,  opportunities 
for  witnessing  to  the  lost  all  across  the 
United  States  and  its  territories  are 
curtailed. 

There  is  no  need  to  seek  to  fool 
ourselves.  We’ve  got  to  have  money  to 
carry  out  our  witnessing  programs. 
We  have  made  a  decision  to  weaken 
our  witness  for  Christ  when  we  decide 
to  cut  down  on  the  amount  of  money 
given. 

The  biggest  share  of  the  Annie  Arm¬ 
strong  Offering  will  go  for  the  support 
of  missionaries  and  field  ministries  to 
the  board.  This  budgeted  figure  is 
$20,500,000.  The  largest  single  part  of 
this  amount  will  go  for  language  mis¬ 
sions  including  witnessing  to  Indians, 
Spanish-speaking,  French,  Slavic, 
Portuguese,  Italians,  Japanese, 
Chinese,  and  other  Asians.  That 
amounts  to  a  world-wide  missions 
field  come  to  our  doorstep. 


Support  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home 
Missions  1985 
.  March  3-10 

Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 
Goal:  $30,000,000 


The  budget  amount  for  special  pro¬ 
jects  is  $3,500,000.  Advance  in  what  is 
termed  critical  areas  has  a  $6  million 
budget  figure.  Of  this,  $2  million  is 
earmarked  for  increasing  missionary 
personel  in  order  to  seek  to  meet  the 
critical  needs  that  are  to  be  found  in- 
our  nation  and  its  territories. 

The  prayers  are  necessary,  and  the 


money  is  necessary.  The  Week  of 
Prayer  for  Home  Missions  March  3  to 
10  is  the  time  to  concentrate  our 
prayers  in  support  of  home  missions, 
,  and  the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Offering  is  the  way  of  putting  action 
to  our  prayers. 

Can  we  do  any  less  in  either 
instance? 


Guest  opinion  .  .  . 


Paul  had  the  answer 


At  a  time  of  great  confusion  in  the 
Corinthian  church  that  stemmed  from 
allegiance  to  various  preachers,  Paul 
said,  “I  determined  not  to  know 
anything  among  you  save  Jesus  Christ 
and  him  crucified.”  That  approach 
might  not  have  solved  all  their  pro¬ 
blems,  but  it  turned  the  church  in  the 
right  direction. 

In  the.midst  of  the  period  of  tremen¬ 
dous  friction  in  the  world’s  greatest 
evangelical  denomination,  it  is 
definite  in  my  mind  that  we  need  to 
turn  to  “Jesus  Christ  and  him 
crucified.”  Some  have  said  that  the 
Cooperative  Program  holds  us 
together.  That  is  not  true.  If  we  stand 
at  the  foot  of  the  cross  and  look  into 
the  face  of  Jesus,  and  listen  to  His 
Words,  we  would  find  a  way  to  get  the 
message  to  the  world  if  there  were  no 
Cooperative  Program.  The  only  force 
that  can  hold  us  together  is  Christ 
Jesus. 

There  are  falacies  on  both  sides.  It 
is  disgusting  to  hear  the  statement 
“going  for  the  jugular"  and  “getting 
enough  people  on  our  seminary 
boards  to  straighten  them  out.”  It  is 
likewise  repulsive  to  hear  statements 
declaring  a  war  on  those  with  whom 
we  disagree.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  a  good  number  of  those  who 
criticize  our  seminaries  most  are 
those  who  have  a  primary  interest  in 
promoting  Bible  schools  and 
seminaries  that  are  not  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  institutions.  This  causes  me  to 
question  their  motives.  It  is  also  in¬ 
teresting  to  notice  criticisms  of 
Charles  Stanley,  our  president.  So  far, 


By  Allen 

none  of  the  criticism,  that  I  am  aware 
of,  would  cause  me  to  vote  against 
him.  If  I  do  not  vote  for  him  in  Dallas, 
it  would  be  because  I  like  someone 
else  more.  Again,  we  need  tb  examine 
the  motives  behind  our  positions. 
Frankly,  I  feel  that  we  need  to  pray  for 
our  president  that  he  will  exemplify 
the  spirit  of  Christ  in  his  tremendous 
position  of  influence. 

I  was  asked  what  my  position  was 
on  the  inerrancy  issue.  My  answer 
was,  “I  believe  the  Bible  is  the  in¬ 
spired  word  of  God,  or  I  would  not 
preach  it.”  Any  more  than  that  is  not 
necessary  and  any  less  in  inadequate. 
It  seems  that  at  least  95  percent  or 
more  Southern  Baptists  believe  the 
Bible  to  be  inspired  of  God. 

When  persons  on  either  side  of  this 
issue  are  asked,  “How  were  you  sav¬ 
ed?"  both  would  give  the  same 
answer.  It  is  by  a  confession  of  our  sins 
and  faith  in  a  risen,  crucified  Lord. 
Both  would  say,  "Christians  should 
live  by  the  principles  and  teachings  of 
Christ  Jesus.”  Both  would  likewise 
say,  “Our  greatest  priority  should  be 
to  win  souls  to  Christ.”  If  that  is  true, 
then  let  us  “get  on  with  our  primary 
purpose  and  business.” 

Southern  Baptists  should  not  be 
divided  into  two  political  parties  that 
engage  in  gutter  brawls.  If  we  cannot 
solve  our  own  problems,  how  can  we 
help  to  cure  the  ills  of  a  sin-cursed 
world.  We  all  say,  “Praise  the  Lord,” 
and  “I  love  Jesus  more  than  anyone 
else.”  If  so,  it  is  time  for  us  to  prove 
that  love  by  acting  like  Christians. 

It  is  my  firm  conviction  that  it  is  not ' 


O.  Webb 

our  theology  that  needs  fixing  but 
primarily  our  attitudes,  motives,  and 
our  devotion  to  Christ.  When  these  are 
corrected,  we  can  work  together  for 
Christ. 

It  is  my  firm  conviction  that  God  led 
in  the  planning  of  “Bold  Mission 
Thrust.”  It  is  from  God  that  we  strive 
to  see  that  all  men  hear  the  message 
of  Jesus  in  this  century.  Anyone  who 
impedes  its  progress  or  diverts  these 
efforts  through  pettiness,  jealously, 
selfishness,  or  hard  headedness  will 
stand  guilty  before  God  in  eternity. 
Wouldn’t  it  be  great  if  we  would  pool 
the  energies  and  efforts  used  to  fight 

Guest  opinion 


one  another  into  a  great  combined 
force  to  get  Christ’s  message  into  all 
the  world.  It  could  bring  one  of  the 
greatest  revivals  that  the  world  has 
seen. 

I  believe  that  the  majority  of 
Southern  Baptists  join  me  in  saying, 
“Let’s  quit  fighting  one  another”  and 
“let  us  lift  up  Jesus  Christ  and  Him 
Crucified.”  This  may  not  solve  all  our 
problems,  but  it  will  turn  us  in  the 
right  direction.  — * 

Allen  O.  Webb,  who  retired  as 
director  of  missions  in  Jackson 
Association,  is  serving  an  interim 
pastorate  in  North  Dakota. 


A  suitable  candidate? 


By  Linda 

The  following  statements  partially 
describe  a  man  who  would  like  to  be 
included  in  every  phase  of  worship  in 
your  local  church.  As  you  read  the 
facts,  ask  yourself  if  you  would  vote 
to  accept  him  as  a  member. 

He  has  never  held  membership  in 
any  church,  and  he  isn’t  accepted  by 
the  people  of  his  home  town. 

He  doesn’t  own  a  fine  home,  and  he 
hasn’t  accumulated  any  material 
possessions.  So,  he  probably  wouldn’t 
be  able  to  contribute  much  money. 

He  doesn’t  have  a  college  degree, 
but  several  years  ago  he  had  many  ad¬ 
mirers  especially  among  the  common 
people.  However,  many  religious 


Mattox 

leaders  of  his  home  area  believe  he  is 
a  radical  and  a  trouble-maker. 

Once  he  went  into  the  Lord’s  house 
and  disrupted  a  set  practice  of  the 
church.  This  made  a  lot  of  people 
angry. 

On  occasions  he  has  worked  on  the 
day  set  aside  to  worship  the  Lord. 
Many  have  criticized  him  for  this,  but 
it  hasn’t  stopped  him. 

He’s  been  known  to  associate  with 
sinners  and  people  of  other  races.  He’s 
evfen  been  seen  eating  a  meal  with  a 
thief. 

Could  you  let  such  an  open-minded 
individual  become  a  member  of  your 
(Continued  on  page  6) 


Southern  Baptist 
Convention 

Dallas  Convention  Center 

June  11-13,  1985 

Theme:  “Pray  ye  therefore  .  .  (Matthew  9:38) 
Tuesday  morning,  June  11 

8 : 30  Music  for  Inspiration,  First  Church  Choir,  Atlanta,  John  Glover,  director 
9:00  Call  to  Order 

Congregational  Singing,  Sam  Prestidge,  music  secretary,  Baptist 
General  Convention  of  Texas,  Dallas 
9:05  Prayer,  Dan  Pleitz,  attorney,  Waco,  Texas 
9:10  Registration  Report  and  Constitution  of  Convention 
9:15  Committee  on  Order  of  Business 
9:20  Welcome 

9:25  Response,  Dwight  “Ike”  Reighard,  pastor,  New  Hope  Church,  Fay¬ 
etteville,  Ga. 

9:30  Prayer  Time  - 

9 : 40  Announcement  of  Committee  on  Committees,  Credentials,  Resolutions 
and  Tellers 

9:45  Executive  Committee  Report  (Part  1) 

10:40  Presentation  of  Gavels 
10:45  Introduction  of  Business  and  Resolutions 
11:15  Congregational  Singing,  Sam  Prestidge 
11:20  Music,  First  Church  Choir,  Atlanta,  John  Glover,  director 
11:25  President’s  Address,  Charles  F.  Stanley,  pastor,  First  Church,  Atlan¬ 
ta;  president,  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
12:00  Benediction,  Wes  Cantrel,  corporate  executive,  Atlanta 
Singing  As  We  Go,  “Blessed  Be  the  Name” 

Tuesday  afternoon,  June  11 

1:00  Evangelistic  Singers 

2:00  Music  for  Inspiration,  1985  Ttexas  Baptist  All-State  Youth  Choir,  directed 
by  Loyd  Hawthorne,  Hardin-Simmons  University,  Abilene,  Texas; 
and  orchestra,  directed  by  Jim  Hansford,  Wayland  University,  Plain- 
view,  Texas 

2:30  Congregational  Singing,  John  Glover 

2:35  Prayer,  Charles  Nelson,  pastor,  Cuba  Church,  Mayfield,  Ky. 

2:40  Election  of  Officers  (First) 

2:50  Messenger  Information  Survey 

3:00  Introduction  of  Business  and  Resolutions 

3:10  Prayer  Time 

3:20  Congregational  Singing,  John  Glover 
3:25  Executive  Committee  Report  (Part  2) 

4:10  Annuity  Board  Report 
4:25  Business 

Election  of  Officers  (Second) 

Committee  on  Boards 
Miscellaneous  Business 

5:00  Benediction,  Darrell  Royal,  management  consultant,  Dallas 
Singing  As  We  Go,  “Glory  to  His  Name” 

Tuesday  evening,  June  11 

6:30  Music  for  Inspiration,  Southwestern  Seminary  Chorus  and  Wind 
Ensemble,  directed  by  Robert  Burton  and  A.  Joseph  King,  Fort 
Worth,  Texas. 

7:00  Congregational  Singing,  William  J.  Reynolds,  professor,  Southwestern 
Seminary 

7:05  Prayer,  James  Deloach,  associate  pastor,  Second  Church,  Houston 
7:10  Theme  Interpretation,  Thomas  D.  Elliff,  pastor,  Applewood  Church, 
Wheatridge,  Cola 
7:25  Election  of  Officers  (Third) 

7:45  Sunday  School  Board  Report 

8:15  Congregational  Singing,  William  J.  Reynolds 

8:20  Foreign  Mission  Board  Report 

9:00  Benediction,  Perry  Goolsby,  educator,  Wichita  Falls,  Ttexas 
Singing  As  We  Go,  “He  Is  Lord” 

Wednesday  morning,  June  12 

8:30  Music  for  Inspiration,  First  Church  Choir,  Roanoke,  Va. ;  Doyle  Spence, 
director 

9 : 00  Congregational  Singing,  Robert  Blocker,  dean,  School  of  Music,  Baylor 
University,  Waco,  Ttexas 

9:05  Prayer,  Anne  P.  Rosser,  co-pastor,  Bainbridge-South  Hampton  Church, 

Richmond.  Va. _ 

.a;  10  Election  of  Officers  (Fourth) 

9:25  Southern  Seminary  Report 
9:35  Stewardship  Commission  Report 
9:45  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  Report 
9:55  Christian  Life  Commission  Report 
10:05  New  Orleans  Seminary  Report 
10:15  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs  Report  • 

10:25  Golden  Gate  Seminary  Report 

(Continued  on  page  4) 


(Ulir  lajitist  Umirii 


SBC  Executive  Committee 


Group  votes  to  oppose 
Vatican  envoy,  tax  penalty 


by  Stan  Hastey 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)-In 
separate  actions  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  Executive  Committee  en¬ 
dorsed  a  legal  brief  opposing  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan’s  appointment  last  year 
of  an  ambassador  to  the  Vatican  and 
voiced  opposition  to  a  feature  in 
Reagan’s  tax  reform  package  which 
would  reduce  tax  deductions  for 
charitable  contributions. 

In  objecting  to  Reagan’s  proposal  to 
eliminate  income  tax  deductions  for 
contributions  to  charity  below  two 
percent  of  a  taxpayer’s  adjusted  gross 
income,  the  Executive  Committee 
declared  its  rejection  of  what  it  call¬ 
ed  “the  characterization  of  tax  deduc¬ 
tibility  of  gifts  to  churches  as  the 
equivalent  of  government  subsidy.” 


Stories  concerning  other 
SBC  Executive  Committee 
actions  are  on  page  5,  7,  and  8. 


representative,  a  device  subsequent¬ 
ly  used  by  Presidents  Gerald  R.  Ford, 
Jimmy  Carter,  and  Reagan. 


The  Baptist  Joint  Committee  brief, 
written  and  filed  by  its  late  general 
(Continued  on  page  6) 


WMU  Convention  presents 
brothers  in  missions 


The  state  WMU  Convention  will 
feature  two  brothers  from  Mississip¬ 
pi  who  are  involved  in  different 
aspects  of  mission  work. 


Kenneth  Michel,  Mission  Service 
Corps  worker  with  students  at  the 
University  of  Connecticut,  and  his 
brother,  David,  consultant  in  the 
Stewardship  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
will  present  information  concerning 
their  work. 


Acknowledging  what  it  described  as 
“the  fiscal  urgency  which  the  national 
deficit  creates  for  the  United  States 
Congress,”  the  committee  never¬ 
theless  asked  lawmakers  to  follow 
“the  wisdom  of  the  years”  in  consider¬ 
ing  changes  in  tax  policy  “which  will 
hinder  churches  from  doing  their 
work.”  i 

The  Executive  Committee  approv¬ 
ed  without  discussion  endorsement  of 
a  friend-of-the-court  brief  at  the  U.S. 
District  Court  for  the  Eastern  District 
of  Pennsylvania  filed  by  the 
Washington-based  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Public  Affairs. 

That  brief,  filed  in  support  of  a 
lawsuit  brought  by  Americans  United 
for  Separation  of  Church  and  State 
and  several  major  religious 
denominations,  challenged  Reagan's 
appointment  of  William  A.  Wilson  as 
ambassador  to  the  Vatican.  The  move 
followed  congressional  action  sought 
by  the  White  House  removing  an  1867 
ban  on  diplomatic  relations  with  the 
Holy  See. 

Debate  over  U.S.-Vatican  diplomatic 
ties  dates  to  1939  and  President 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt's  decision  to 
send  Myron  Taylor  as  his  personal 
representative  to  the  Holy  See  with 
the  rank  of  ambassador.  In  1951  Presi¬ 
dent  Harry  S.  Truman  sought  to 
upgrade  the  relationship  by  naming 
Gen.  Mark  Clark  ambassador  but, 
after  an  enormous  public  outcry  by 
fellow  Baptists  and  others,  the  retired 
general  withdrew  his  name  and 
Truman  let  the  matter  rest. 

Although  Presidents  Dwight  D. 
Eisenhower,  John  F.  Kennedy,  and 
Lyndon  B.  Johnson  had  no  official 
diplomatic  ties  with  the  Vatican, 
President  Richard  M.  Nixon  resum¬ 
ed  the  practice  of  sending  a  personal 


Ken  leads  Bible  studies,  retreats, 
and  visitation  with  students  at  the 
University  of  Connecticut.  David  is 
giving  direction  to  the  Planned 
Growth  in  Giving  program  for  the 
state.  Ken  and  David  are  the  sons  of 


Mr  and  Mrs.  Red  Michel,  who  serv- 
ed  several  pastorates  in  Mississippi. 
He  is  now  pastor  of  Belmont  Heights 
Church  in  Nashville. 

The  convention  is  scheduled  for 
March  18-19  at  Harrisburg  Baptist 
Church,  Tupelo.  Sessions  will  convene 
at  2  p.m.  Monday  afternoon;  7  p.m. 
Monday  night;  9:30  Tuesday  morning 
and  1:30  Tuesday  afternoon.  A  special 
event  will  be  the  annual  Baptist  Young 
Women  banquet  at  5:30  on  Monday 
afternoon.  Information  concerning 
the  banquet  may  be  requested  from 
the  WMU  Office. 

Presiding  over  the  convention  will 
be  Mrs.  James  Fancher,  of  Coffeeville, 
president.  Marjean  Patterson  serves 
as  executive  director. 


Bill,  Deborah  Patterson 
to  serve  FMB  in  Korea 


RICHMOND,  Va— Bill  and  Deborah 
Patterson  were  among  41  people 
named  missionaries  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board  Feb.  12 
here. 

The  Pattersons  will  work  in  Korea, 
where  he  will  be  a  general  evangelist 
and  she  will  be  a  church  and  home 
worker.  Currently  he  is  pastor  of 
Superior  Avenue  Baptist  Church, 
Bogalusa,  La. 

Patterson  was  born  and  reared  in 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi.  He  is  the  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cecil  E.  Patterson  of 
that  city.  He  considers  Bellevue  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  there  his  home  church. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  and  earned 
the  master  of  divinity  degree  from 
Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky. 

He  has  worked  with  the  state 
highway  department  in  Hattiesburg. 
He  also  has  served  as  youth  minister 
at  St.  Luke  United  Methodist  Church, 
Louisville;  and  pastor  of  Cash  Creek 
Baptist  Church,  Henderson,  Ky.,  and 
Buffalo  (Ky.)  Baptist  Church. 

Mrs.  Patterson  was  born  in  Auburn, 
Ala.  She  is  the  former  Deborah  Davis, 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philip  L. 
Davis  Jr.  of  Pascagoula,  Miss.  She 
grew  up  in  Pascagoula  and  considers 
that  city  her  hometown. 

She  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi 
Gulf  Coast  Junior  College- Jackson 


County  Campus,  Gautier,  and  of  the 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
She  has  worked  as  a  secretary  in 
Pascagoula;  an  office  clerk  in  Hat¬ 
tiesburg;  a  receptionist  and  office 
clerk  in  Louisville;  and  a  teacher  in 
Shepherdsville  and  Elizabethtown, 
Ky.  More  recently  she  was  a 
receptionist-insurance  clerk  for  a 
physician  in  Bogalusa. 

The  Pattersons  have  two  children: 
Timothy  David,  bom  in  1976;  and  Ben¬ 
jamin  David.  1978.  The  family  will  go 
to  Rockville,  Va..  in  April  for  an  eight- 
week  orientation  before  leaving  for 
the  field. 


Bill  and  Deborah  Patterson 


# 

Southern  Baptist  Convention 


(Continued  from  page  1) 

10:35  Southern  Baptist  Foundation  Report 
10:45  Prayer  Time 

10:55  Report  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Canada  Planning  Group 
11:55  Business 

Election  of  Officers  (Fifth) 

Committee  on  Committees 
Committee  on  Resolutions  (First  Report) 

Miscellaneous  Business 
11:55  Congregational  Singing 

12:00  Music,  First  Church  Choir,  Roanoke,  Va.,  Doyle  Spence,  director 
'  Scripture  and  Prayer,  Grady  B.  Wilson,  evangelist,  Charlotte,  N.C. 
Convention  Sermon,  Charles  G.  Fuller,  pastor,  First  Church,  Roanoke,  * 
Va.  .  _ 

12 : 30  Benediction,  Dalia  ( Mrs.  Michael )  Gonzales,  missionary  to  Spain,  Fort 
Worth, 

Singing  As  We  Go,  “lb  God  Be  the  Glory” 

NO  WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON  SESSION 

Wednesday  evening,  June  12 

6:30  Music  for  Inspiration,  Singing  Men  of  Texas.  Buryi  Red,  director 

7:00  Congregational  Singing,  William  J.  Reynolds 

7:05  Prayer,  Clayton  Spriggs,  associate  pastor  Riverside  Church,  Ft.  Myers, 

- — Fter- — - 

7:10  Business 

7:40  Introduction  of  Local  Arrangements  Committee 
7:45  Presentation  of  Past  Presidents 
7:50  Presentation  of  Newly  Elected  SBC  Officers 
7:55  Bold  Mission  Thrust,  Harold  C.  Bennett 

8:05  Planned  Growth  In  Giving,  Cecil  A  Ray,  national  director  of  Planned 
Growth  In  Giving,  Raleigh,  N.C. 

8:15  Congregational  Singing.  William  J.  Reynolds 
8:20  Home  Mission  Board  Report 

9:00  Benediction.  H  Fred  Williams,  president.  Gulf  Shore  Bible  College, 
Ft.  Myers,  Fla 

Singing  As  We  Go.  "Spirit  of  the  Living  God" 

Thursday  morning,  June  13 

8  30  Music  for  Inspiration,  Baylor  University  Choir  and  Orchestra 
9:00  Congregational  Singing,  Fes  Robertson,  1983-84  president,  Southern 
Baptist  Church  Music  Conference;  section  supervisor,  church  music 
department.  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

9:05  Prayer,  Mark  Wolfe,  student.  Southwestern  Seminary 
9:10  Southeastern  Seminary  Report 
9:20  Education  Commission  Report  — -- 

9:30  Midwestern  Seminary  Report  _ _ _ _  . 

9:40  Radio  and  Television  Commission  Report 
9:50  American  Baptist  Seminary  Commission  Report 
10:00  Baptist  World  Alliance  Report 
10:10  Prayer  Time 

10:20  Brotherhood  Commission  Report 
10:30  Business 

Resolutions  Committee  (Final  Report) 

12:30  Benediction,  Leon  Harris,  advertising  executive.  Lubbock,  Texas 
Singing  As  We  Go,  “His  Name  Is  Wonderful” 

Thursday  afternoon,  June  13 

2:00  Music  for  Inspiration,  mini-concert,  John  McKay,  music  evangelist, 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

2:25  Congregational  Singing,  John  McKay 

2:30  Prayer,  Mark  Fuller,  paving  contractor,  Amarillo,  Ttexas 

2:35  Introduction  of  Fraternal  Representatives 

2:40  American  Bible  Society  Report  - 

2:50  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  Report 
3:00  Historical  Commission  Report 
3 : 10  Prayer  Time 

3:20  Committee  on  Denominational  Calendar  Report 
3:30  Denominational  Press  Report 
3 : 40  Business 

4:30  Benediction,  Don  Cass,  pastor,  Southcrest  Baptist  Church,  Lubbock, 
Texas 

Singing  As  We  Go,  "Praise  God  From  Whom  All  Blessings  Flow” 
Convention  Officers 

Charles  F.  Stanley,  president;  pastor,  First  Church,  Atlanta 
Zig  Ziglar.  first  vice-president;  layman,  Dallas 

Don  Wideman,  second  vice-president ,  pastor,  First  Church,  North  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 

Martin  B.  Bradley,  recording  secretary ;  manager,  research  services  depart¬ 
ment,  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 

Lee  Porter,  registration  secretary;  design  editor;  Sunday  School  department, 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  •  , 

Harold  C.  Bennett,  treasurer;  executive  secretary-treasurer,  SBC  Executive 
Committee 

Wilmer  C.  Fields,  press  representative;  assistant  to  the;  executive  secretary 
and  director  of  public  relations,  SBC  Executive  Committee 


William  J.  Reynolds,  music  director;  associate  professor  of  music, 
-  \  _  Southwestern  Seminary,  Fort  Worth 
Committee  on  Order  Of  Business 
Larry  C.  Crawford,  physician,  Burlington,  N.C. 

Morris  H.  Chapman,  pastor,  First  Baptist  Church,  Wichita  Falls,  Texas, 
chairman 

J.  Nixon  Daniel  III,  attorney,  Pensacola,  Fla. 

Stan  Coffey,  pastor,  San  Jacinto  Baptist  Church,  Amarillo,  Texas 
Jay  Strack,  pastor,  Riverside  Baptist  Church,  Ft.  Myers,  Fla. 

Fred  H.  Wolfe,  pastor,  Cottage  Hill  Baptist  Church,  Mobile,  Ala. 


Equal  time  for  fuhrer 
demanded  by  Nazis 

DETROIT,  Mich.  (EP)-Detroit  of¬ 
ficials  allowed  the  display  of  a  Nativi¬ 
ty  scene  on  the  lawn  of  its  city-county 
government  complex  during  the 
Christmas  season,  in  keeping  with  the 
Supreme  Court’s  decision  involving  a 
creche  in  Rhode  Island. 

Now  a  local  Nazi  organization  has 
requested  permission  to  display 
Hitler’s  picture  at  the  city-county 
building  on  the  fuhrer’s  birthday, 
April  20.  Nazi  leader  Mark  Heydrich 
said  his  group  deserved  the  same  ac¬ 
cess  as  the  group  sponsoring  the 
Nativity  scene. 


Board’s  Executive  Committee 
elects  six,  funds  repairs 


Six  persons  were  elected  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Executive  Committee  this  week  To- 
serve  on  boards  of  the  convention  un¬ 
til  the  convention  meets  in  November. 

The  new  board  members  were  all 
elected  to  fill  unexpired  terms  that 
had  been  vacated  by  moving,  resigna¬ 
tion,  job  change,  or  death.  The  con¬ 
vention  will  elect  permanent 
replacements  to  fill  the  unexpired 
terms. 

The  Executive  Committee  also 
allowed  funds  for  the  replacement 
of  items  stolen  in  January  from  the 
Baptist  Student  Union  Center  at 
Mississippi  State  ».  University, 
Starkville,  acted  to  bring  Mississippi 
in  line  on  new  Annuity  Board  pro¬ 
grams.  and  approved  several  items  of 
business  concerning  the  Baptist 
Building  equipment  and  furnishings 
and  also  for  Gulfshore  Assembly. 

Mrs.  Judy  Blackledge  of  Laurel  was 
elected  to  replace  Mrs.  R,  L.  Kemp  on 
the  board  of  trustees  of  Blue  Mountain 
College.  Mrs.  Kemp  has  resigned. 

Bobby  Walton  of  Benoit  was  named 
to  the  Convention  Board  to  replace 
Wayne  Gullett  for  Bolivar  Associa¬ 
tion.  Gullett  has  become  director  of 
missions  for  Calhoun  Association. 

W.  F.  Evans  of  Meridian  was  elected 
to  replace  Kermit  McGregor  on  the 
board  of  the  Children’s  Village. 
McGregor,  former  pastor  of  Morrison 
Heights  Church,  Clinton,  has  become 
public  relations  director  for  the 
Village. 

Ray  Ming,  Vicksburg  pastor  who 
died  early  in  February,  was  replaced 
by  Gerald  Hasselman  of  Vicksburg  on 
the  Convention  Board. 

H.  A.  Cain  of  Rolling  Fork  was  nam¬ 
ed  to  the  Convention  Board  to  replace 
J.  T.  McNpely,  who  moved  out  of  the 
association. 

Several  items  of  furnishing  and 
decoration  were  taken  from  the  BSU 
Center  at  Mississippi  State  Universi¬ 
ty  during  a  robbery  on  the  evening  of 
Jan.  7  or  the  early  morning  of  Jan.  8. 
Some  of  the  items  had  been  gifts 
relating  to  the  recent  dedication  ser¬ 
vice  following  remodeling  and  expan¬ 
sion.  The  replacement  cost  was 
figured  to  be  $2,228.65.  The  items  were 
not  insured  because  of  the  advice  bf 
insurance  carriers  that  to  insure  them 
would  be  more  expensive  than  replac¬ 
ing  them. 

Relative  to  Annuity  Board  pro¬ 
grams,  the  Executive  Committee 
adopted  statements  agreeing  to  the 


By  Don  McGregor 

board’s  new  policies  concerning  pay¬ 
ment  at  termination.  If  the  amount 
credited  to  a  member  by  a  church  of 
employer  is  less  than  $3,500  the  board 
may  decide  to  make  its  payment  in  a 
lump  sum.  If  the  amount  is  $3,500  or 
more,  a  lump-sum  payment  may  be 
made  only  at  the  discretion  of  the 
board  and  with  the  written  consent  of 
the  member. 

In  other  actions  the  committee: 

•  Voted  to  trade  in  a  17-year-old 
word  tank  recorder  and  auxiliary 
equipment  on  a  dictaphone  Word 
Recorder,  TDM  Telephone  Interface 
Phone  Call-in,  dictate  station,  display 
transcribe  terminal,  and  Dictaphone 
transcriber  at  a  net  cost  of  $4,286.36. 

•  Appropriated  up  to  $15,000  from 
fund  balance  for  repainting  the  ex¬ 
terior  of  the  Baptist  Building. 

•  Transferred  $28,000  left  in  Baptist 
Building  capital  needs  funds  at  the 
end  of  1984  to  the  1985  budget  to  con¬ 
tinue  “a  systematic  renovation  and 
decoration  program  in  the  building.” 


•  Approved  a  number  of  items  of  ex¬ 
penditure  for  Gulfshore.  These  includ¬ 
ed  paying  sales  tax  on  purchases  from 
out-of-state  vendors,  $2,753;  replacing 
a  door  frame  on  an  elevator  to  con¬ 
form  to  a  local  code,  $3,706;  repairing 
rust  spots  on  the  assembly’s  van, 
$1,544;  purchasing  telephone  equip¬ 
ment  to  end  a  leasing  program, 
$4,000;  landscape  work  to  replace 
plants  lost  in  freezing  weather  during 
the  last  two  winters,  $6,000;  and 
replace  chlorine  gas  cylinders  at  the 
swimming  pool,  $1,855.  A  final  item  at 
Gulfshore  was  the  replacement  of 
damaged  and  deteriorating  exterior 
ceilings  on  main  buildings  and  install¬ 
ing  new  lights,  $28,183.  Another  bid  on 
the  same  job  without  replacing  the 
lights  had  been  $27,246. 

An  item  recorded  for  the  minutes 
that  was  handled  by  ballot  earlier  was 
the  approval  of  the  purchase  of  a 
camera,  processor,  and  plate  maker 
for  the  Baptist  Building’s  print  shop, 
$12,109,  from  escrowed  funds. 


EQUITABLE’S  ULTIMATE 
100% 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

Companion  700  High  Option  Plan 
Helps  pay  for  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay  —  Benefits  for: 

•  Hospital,  nurses  and  first  three  pints  of  blood. 

•  All  Medicare,  Part  A,  deductibles  for  hospitalization 

•  100%  of  eligible  hospital  charges  beyond  Medicare, 
Part  A,  for  an  additional  365  days 

•  Physicians  and  Surgeons  expense  benefit,  payable  in 
or  out  of  hospital 

•  Skill  Nursing  Home  or  Extended  Care  Facility 

•  Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home  (Endowment  7i> 

For  Full  Information  Phone  924-4442 

Or  Fill  out  Coupon  and  Mail  to: 

Equitable  Life  and  Casualty  Ins.  Co. 
Hutton  Insurance  Agency 

P.O.  Box  20257,  Jackson,  MS  39209 


Name 
^Street 
City  _ 
Phone 


State 


Underwritten  by  Equitable  Life  and  Casualty  las.  Co. 
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Baptist  press  articles  are  ruled 
“balanced”  following  accusations 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP) -After 
almost  three  hours  of  testimony  and 
discussion,  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Executive  Committee  con¬ 
cluded  two  Baptist  Press  news  stories 
last  September  “when  taken 
together”  gave  a  balanced  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  news. 

The  final  vote  was  taken  with 
almost  no  discussion,  although  the 
stories  had  stirred  heated  debate  in 
two  preliminary  meetings. 

The  stories  were  released  Sept.  17 
and  18, 1984.  The  first  article  reported 
that  a  seminary  student,  J.  Stafford 
Durham,  had  filed  a  “formal  com¬ 
plaint"  with  the  Federal  Communica¬ 
tions  Commission  alleging  Houston 
judge  Paul  Pressler  had  secfetly  tape 
recorded  a  telephone  conversation  “in 
violation  of  his  civil  rights.”  The  se¬ 
cond  story  gave  Pressler’s  response  to 
the  charges. 

The  Executive  Committee  said  it 
was  “untimely”  and“unfortunate”  the. 
first  story  appeared  separately 
without  an  appropriate  rebuttal  from 
Pressler. 

The  committee  also  expressed  sup¬ 
port  for  the  Baptist  Press  staff  for 
“their  strong  recommitment  to  time¬ 
ly,  accurate,  and  well-balanced  news 
reporting;”  reaffirmed  “its  long¬ 
standing  policy  of  openness  in  its 
deliberations  and  actions,”  and  “its 
support  for  a  responsible  and  free 
press  as  an  essential  element  for  an 
informed  Southern  Baptist  constituen- 
cy. 

v  .  Formulating  policy 
The  committee  also  was  told  a 
“Baptist  Press  operating  policy”  is 
being  formulated  by  the  Executive 
Committee  staff. 

While  the  recommendations  were 
adopted  by  the  69-member  committee 
virtually  without  comment,  two 
preliminary  meetings  featured  heated 
debate.  Both  meetings  took  place 
under  “background  rules”  which  pre¬ 
vent  direct  quotations  from  in¬ 
dividuals  during  debate. 

The  chairman  of  the  public  rela¬ 
tions  workgroup,  Jimmy  Jackson  of 
Huntsville,  Ala.,  ruled  during  the 
workgroup’s  meeting  on  Feb.  18  that 
discussion  on  the  matter  would  be 
limited  only  to  the  procedure  in  handl¬ 
ing  the  two  stories,  not  whether 
anyone  was  right  or  wrong;  and  that 
only  members  of  the  workgroup 
would  be  allowed  to  discuss  the 
matter. 

Pressler,  who  brought  into  the  room 
a  suitcase  full  of  pnnted  materials, 
objected  strongly  to  the  ruling  which 
prevented  him  from  presenting  four 
hours  of  testimony  he  said  he  had 
prepared. 

In  interviews  after  the  meeting, 
Pressler  complained  the  ruling  was 
grossly  unfair.  “I  don’t  know  why 
„  these  people  are  suppressing  the 
truth  I  had  35  grievances  against  Bap¬ 
tist  Press  I  wanted  to  present,  but  they 
wouldn’t  let  me  speak.’” 

Instead  of  hearing  testimony  by 
Pressler  and  Baptist  Press  Director 
Wilmer  C.  Fields,  the  public  relations 
workgroup  discussed  wording  of  the 


By  Jim  Newton 

recommendation  which  finally  was  receivt 
adopted  by  the  full  Executive  article 
Committee.  plaint, 

On  the  second  day  of  the  meeting,  Fielc 
the  administrative  and  conventions  that  tii 
arrangements  subcommittee  voted  ed  the 
15-6  to  allow  a  full  and  complete  bedels 
discussion  of  the  issue,  including  incidei 
testimony  by  any  who  wanted  to  two  sti 
speak.  Pressler,  a  leader  in  the  move-  the  sai 
ment  some  claim  in  trying  to  gain  Muc 
control  of  the  SBC,  is  a  member  of  the  Pressl 
subcommittee.  preser 

Press 

45  minutes  each  Tferry 

Frank  Ingraham,  a  Nashville  at-  journa 
torney  and  chairman  of  the  subcom-  ventio 
mittee,  ruled  the  committee  would  “Repo 
allow  Pressler  and  Fields  45  minutes  sioned 
each  to  present  their  arguments.  associ 
Pressler  passed  out  a  seven-point,  The 
65-page  stack  of  documents  detailing  by  joui 
his  complaints  against  Baptist  Press,  of  Lou 
In  his  written  presentation,  Pressler  Christ 
admitted  tape  recording  the  telephone  linois ; 
conversation  with  Durham  on  Sept.  1,  State 
but  denied  he  had  done  anything  memt 
unethical  or  illegal.  “I  took  the  of  the 
precaution  of  taping  the  conversation  Journ 
for  several  reasons,”  he  said.  He  sional 
claimed  “certain  individuals  on  the  The 
liberal  side  in  the  convention  have  found 
completely  and  totally  misrepre-  Press 
sented  conversations  I  had  with  staff 
them”. . . .  siona 

He  added  he  recorded  the  conver-  reput 
sation  “for  self-protection ...  to  have  volve< 
a  record  of  the  telephone  conversa-  “Re 
tion.  ...”  witho 

Pressler  listed  35  objections  to  the  not  u 
story,  including  a  charge  Durham,  in  cums 
his  complaint,  had  given  “a  bogus  did  ru 
citation  to  the  FCC  code  which  has  no  the  pi 
relevance  to  the  matters  involved.”  He  BP”s 
suggested  someone  must  have  advis-  repot 
ed  and  manipulated  Durham  to  con-  ly,  evi 
tact  the  FCC.  -  accus 

Pressler  also  charged  Baptist  Press  inclu< 
gives  “liberals”  in  the  convention  “full  shoul 
and  ample  opportunity  to  respond”  to  rarilj 
accusations,  but  “conservatives  are  “. . 
not  always  afforded  that  privilege.”  decisi 
He  further  complained  about  use  of  woulc 
writers  “with  fixed  prejudices.”  decis 
‘The  question  is  whether  the  pre-  ever} 
sent  employees  of  the  Baptist  Press  tions 
are  so  firmly  directed  in  their  mind  in  oui 
set  that  they  are  unwilling  or  unable  Th< 
to  look  at  what  is  occurring  in  the  SBC  in  qm 
from  an  alternate  viewpoint  from  and  c 
their  own,  or  whether  they  are  in-  a  poti 
capable  of  separating  their  personal  are  1 
prejudices  from  their  reporting  of  the  frain 
events  that  are  occurring  within  the  spec 
convention,”  Pressler  concluded.  edito 
He  asked  the  committee  to  examine  or  er 
the  two  stories  and  determine  if  tribu 
“libel”  was  committed,  and  argued  he  “T1 
was  defamed  by  the  articles  which  tinue 
show  “an  intent  to  harm  or  malice.”  men< 
In  response  to  Pressler’s  charges,  nalis 
Fields  made  a  brief  statement  and  that  i 
passed  out  copies  of  the  related  Bap-  resp< 
tist  Press  articles.  He  said  Baptist  day.” 
Press  carried  1,118  stories  last  year,  Pn 
and  only  22  of  those  stories  <1.9  per-  stud] 
cent)  could  be  considered  “negative  after 
stories”  about  controversial  issues  to  guns 
which  someone  might  object.  Of  the  they 
1,118  stories  carried,  Baptist  Press  Af 


received  complaints  only  about  three  ' 
articles,  including  the  Pressler  com-  1 
plaint,  according  to  Fields.  ! 

Fields  said  he  regretted  very  much 
that  time  and  space  limitations  caus¬ 
ed  the  mailing  of  the  second  story  to 
be  delayed  one  day.  He  said  that  if  the 
incident  could  be  done  over  again,  the 
two  stories  would  have  been  mailed 
the  same  day. 

Much  of  Baptist  Press’  response  to 
Pressler’s  charges  was  devoted  to  a 
presentation  by  Southern  Baptist 
Press  Association  President  Bob 
Terry,  editor  of  Word  and  Way,  news- 
journal  of  the  Missouri  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  who  summarized  a  six-page 
“Report  of  Special  Inquiry”  commis¬ 
sioned  and  paid  for  by  the  press 
association. 

The  six-page  report  was  prepared 
by  journalism  professors  John  Merrill 
of  Louisiana  State  University,  Clifford 
Christians  of  the  University  of  Il¬ 
linois  ;  and  John  DeMott  of  Memphis 
State  University.  All  three  are 
members  of  the  ethics  subcommittee 
of  the  Association  for  Education  in 
Journalism’s  committee  on  profes¬ 
sional  freedom  and  responsibility. 

The  journalism  professors  said  they 
found  no  “evidence  of  ill  will  toward 
Pressler,”  and  no  evidence  the  BP 
staff  was  “motivated  by  unprofes¬ 
sional  intentions  to  damage  the 
reputations  of  the  principals  in¬ 
volved.” 

“Release  of  the  report  of  Sept.  17, 
without  the  response  of  Pressler.  was 
not  unfaic.  under  the  peculiar  cir¬ 
cumstances  existing,  and  therefore 
did  not  constitute  poor  journalism, " 
the  professors  said.  They  described 
BP”s  dilemma  this  way:  “Should  a 
repo[ter  report  the  news  immediate¬ 
ly,  even  though  the  response  to  some 
accusation  contained  in  it  cannot  be 
included  in  the  first  report  .  .  .,  or 
should  he  suppress  the  news  tempo¬ 
rarily  while  getting  the  response?" 

“. .  .  It  is  difficult  to  fault  BP  for  the 
decision  it  made,  and  few  news  editors 
would  do  so,”  the  professors  said.  “The 
decision  made  by  BP  is  one  made 
every  day  by  many  news  organiza¬ 
tions  practicing  the  highest  standards 
in  our  profession.” 

The  professors  said  the  BP  stories 
in  question  “show  exemplary  restraint 
and  discretion  in  what  is  admittedly 
a  potentially  sensational  event.  They 
are  both  news  accounts  which  re¬ 
frain  from  editorializing.  They  do  not 
speculate  regarding  motives, 
editorialize  about  the  ethics  involved, 
or  entertain  reflections  from  unat¬ 
tributed  sources.” 

“The  news  releases,”  they  con¬ 
tinued,  “appear  to  us  to  show  the  com¬ 
mendable  vigor  of  effective  jour¬ 
nalism  combined  with  the  restraint 
.  that  is  demonstrated  among  the  most 
responsible  in  the  news  profession  to¬ 
day.” 

Pressler  was  not  satisfied  with  their 
study,  however,  saying  in  an  interview 
afterwards  it  was  done  by  “hired 
guns”  who  were  “paid”  to  say  what 
they  did. 

After  the  hearing,  Pressler  said  he 


was  pleased  the  committee  had  heard 
his  complaint,  and  that  his  side  of  the 
story  had  been  told. 

Fields  observed  the  Executive 
Committee  members  and  staff  had 
talked  themselves  together  on  the  pro¬ 
per  role  of  Baptist  Press.  “It  is  highly 
significant  that  the  committee  voted 
to  reaffirm  its  support  for  a  respon¬ 
sible  and  free  press  as  an  essential 
element  for  an  informed  Southern 
Baptist  constituency,”  he  said. 

Newton  writes  for  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board. 


Medical  center 
holds  services 

Mississippi  Baptist  Medical 
Center’s  Baptist  Student  Union  is 
sponsoring  a  Religious  Emphasis 
Week  which  began  Monday,  Feb.  25. 
MBMC  students  had  a  devotional  on 
Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday 
prior  to  their  classes. 

On  Wednesday,  Feb.  27,  7-10  p.m.. 
there  was  a  prayer  time  to  spiritual¬ 
ly  prepare  for  the  programs  on  the 
following  two  days.  Keith  Tbnkel, 
pastor  at  Wells  United  Methodist 
Church,  is  speaking  at  noon  on  Thurs¬ 
day  and  Friday,  Feb.  28  and  March  1. 
Prior  to  the  message,  Sarah  Taylor, 
wife  of  Howard  Taylor,  pastor  of  Ar¬ 
lington  Heights  Church,  Pascagoula, 
and  their  son  David,  who  is  a  junior 
at  Mississippi  College,  will  be  singing 
and  playing  the  trumpet  Everyone  is 
invited. 

Chairmen  for  the  Religious  Em¬ 
phasis  activities  have  been  Sharon 
Miley,  MBMC  Radiography  student; 
and  Carla  Mooney,  MBMC  Medical 
Technology  student.  Participating 
students  are  from  MBMC’s  Medical 
"Technology  School,  MBMCs 
Radiography  School,  Hinds  Junior 
College,  Mississippi  College,  and 
University  Medical  Center. 


Pari-mutuel 
wagering  fails 

A  pari-mutuel  betting  bill  that 
would  have  allowed  voters  in 
Jackson  and  Tunica  Counties  to 
decide  whether  to  build  horserac¬ 
ing  tracks  in  their  counties  has 
died  for  this  legislative  session. 

The  bill’s  major  supporter,  Sen. 
Louis  Fortenberry  of  Pascagoula, 
moved  to  table  the  bill,  explaining 
that  he  did  not  have  enough  votes 
to  get  the  bill  passed.  Endorsed  in 
the  House,  the  bill  had  failed  once 
in  the  Senate,  but  a  motion  to 
reconsider  revived  it  temporarily. 

W  oolmarket 
meet  features 
Zig  Ziglar 

Woolmarket  •  Church,  Biloxi,  is 
sponsoring  an  Evangelism  Con¬ 
ference,  March  10-13,  that  will  feature 
Zig  Ziglar,  first  vice  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Sessions  begin  at  6:45  nightly  with 
other  preaching  by  Ron  Herrod, 
James  Merritt,  Jerry  Passmore, 
Frank  Gunn,  Bobby  Perry,  and  Don¬ 
nie  Guy. 

Music  will  be  led  by  Jasper  Butler, 
Bobby  Dean,  and  Stephen  White. 

For  more  information,  phone  (601) 
392-5622. 


Wyeliffe  reaches  1.000 

DALLAS,  Tex  <  EP) — It  took 
Wyeliffe  Bible  Translators  only  50 
years  to  enter  1.000  languages  for 
translation  work,  but  entering  the 
next  1.000  languages  is  expected  to 
take  less  than  half  that  long 

According  to  Executive  Vice- 
President  John  Bendor-Samuel.  the 
current  growth  rate  for  Wyeliffe  is  44 
languages  per  year;  at  this  rate  the 
next  1.000  languages  will  take  23  years. 


'  EQUITABLE’S 
Hospital,  Medical  &  Surgical 

(Form  440) 

Now  available,  a  low-cost  Plan  to  help  offset  increased 
cost  of  Hospital  confinements.  Provides  benefits  for: 
‘Room  &  Board  ‘Hospital  Miscellaneous 

‘Surgeons’  &  Doctors’  Visits  ‘Outpatient 

‘Maternity  ‘Anesthesia  ‘Ambulance 

For  full  information  fill  out  coupon  or  phone  924-4442 

MAIL  TO: 

{  Equitable  Life  &  Casualty 

|  HUTTON  INSURANCE  AGENCY 

I  P.O.  Box  20257.  Jackson.  MS  39209 


Name 

Street _ 

City _ 

Phone  _ 


|  Phone _ : _ —  ZIP- - 


Thursday,  February  28,  1985 
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Sessions  in  Greenville  offer 
doctrinal,  practical  studies 


Gospel  Quartet  Night 


As  a  part  of  a  celebration  of  40  years  of  Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Music  Depart¬ 
ment’s  existence,  there  will  be  a  Gospel  Quartet  Night  at  the  Mississippi  College  Col¬ 
iseum,  March  23  at  7  p.m.  This  evening  will  include  music  by  the  Masters  Five  (in 
photo)  and  winners  from  associational  quartet  competitions.  Cost  of  the  musical  even¬ 
ing  will  be  $6  at  the  door,  $5  single  ticket  in  advance;  and  $4  for  groups  of  15  or 
more  purchased  in  advance.  — —  -  - 

Tickets  may  be  purchased  at  the  Baptist  Book  Store;  Maranatha  book  stores,  the 
Music  Box,  or  the  Church  Music  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board. 

For  more  information  contact  the  Church  Music  Department,  Box  530,  Jackson, 
Miss.,  39205,  or  phone  968-3800.  „ 


]TS_opens  offices 
New  York,  Atlanta 


dialogue  designed  to  discover 
more  ways  to  offer  counseling 


celerated  growth  and  geographic  ex-  luesday  evening,  Marcn  u.  A  C0Unseling  dialogue  will  take  ing.  These  are  Stanley  Watson  of  New 

patision,”  he  said.  place  at  10  a.m.  Tuesday,  April  9  at  the  Orleans  Seminary ;  Ken  Gilburth  arid 

The  New  York  office  will  be  manag-  Baptist  Building  in  Jackson.  This  David  Jones  of  Shepherd’s  Staff;  Jack 

ed  by  Bill  Nichols,  ACTS  director  of  GrOUp  VOtCS  .  .  .  meeting,  according  to  organizer  Follis  of  East  Mississippi  State 

broadcast  services  and  regional  Richard  Alford  of  the  Cooperative  Hospital;  Jim  Travis  of  University  of 

manager  for  the  Northeast.  Nichols,  (Continued  from  page  3)  Missions  staff  at  the  Mississippi  Bap-  Mississippi  Medical  Center;  and 

former  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  counsel  John  W.  Baker,  objected  to  the  tist  Convention  Board,  is  to  discuss  Jonathan  Waddell  of  Hinds  General 
Albany,  Ga.,  has  been  with  ACTS  new  arrangement  as  a  violation  of  the  “opportunities  for  professional  Hospital. 

three  years.  He  is  a  native  of  West  First  Amendment’s  ban  on  an  counseling  in  a  Christian  context.”  .  Invited  are. any  persons  “sensitive 
Palm  Breach,  Fla.  The  office  will  establishment  of  religion.  Exchanging  Alford  said  that  the  open  dialogue  to  the  need  for  counseling  in  their 
cover  Connecticut,  Indiana,  Maine,  ambassadors  with  a  church,  the  brief  is  designed  to  discover  ways  for  in-  area,”  said  Alford.  There  is  no  cost  for 
Michigan,  Massachusetts,  New  argued  further,  shows  preference  for  dividuals  to  receive  counseling  in  the  the  dialogue,  but  anyone  planning  to 
Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  one  religion  over  all  others.  In  a  novel  more  rural  areas  of  Mississippi.  attend  should  contact  Alford  at  Box 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  argument,  Baker  told  the  district  on  hand  will  be  at  least  six  trained  530,  Jackson,  Miss.  39205,  or  phone 
and  Vermont.  court  the  practice  poses  potential  professionals  in  the  field  of  counsel-  968-3800. 

The  Atlanta  office  will  be  managed  danger  to  overseas  missionaries  of  all 
by  Mike  Wright,  southeastern  denominations  by  clouding  their  iden-  LgadeFS  tO  Consider! 

regional  manager.  Wright,  a  native  of  tity  as  religious  representatives,  - 1 

Crescent  City,  Calif.,  has  been  a  con-  especially  in  Third  World  countries. 

sultant  for  ACTS  for  two  years.  The  of-  Although  the  Executive  Committee  "IYT  __  1  _  _ 

fice  will  cover  Alabama,  Delaware,  endorsed  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  J_Y  C\V  C  lllll  CllC  S  lie  C  (1C  (J.  • 

the  District  of  Columbia,  Florida,  brief  and  urged  the  agency  to  fight  the 

Georgia,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  North  matter  through  the  federal  appellate  0°  March  14-15,  church  and  associa-  sion  Division  with  assistance  from  the 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  process,  it  stopped  short  of  entering  tional  leaders  will  gather  at  the  Bap-  Research  Division  and  the  Mississip- 
Virginia,  and  West  Virginia.  the  case  as  a  co-plaintiff,  the  other  op-  fist  Building  in  Jackson  in  consider  pi  Baptist  Convention  Board  s  Staff 

“In  addition  to  being  more  accessi-  tion  available.  the  need  for  new  churches  in  New  Work  Committee,  the  New 

ble  to  the  state  directors,  this  move  Last  September  the  body  declined  Mississippi, 
also  is  good  stewardship,"  Dixon  said,  any  involvement  in  the  case  in  spite 
“We  will  spend  more  time  on  the  field  of  a  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
rather  than  traveling ‘back  and  forth  resolution  last  June  condemning  U.S.- 

Vatican  relations  and  a  separate  mo¬ 
tion  asking  the  Executive  Committee 
to  join  any  legal  effort  challenging  the 
new  arrangement. 

Halftey  writes  for  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee. 


Suitable  candidate 


Vicksburg  pastor, 
Ray  Ming,  dies 

G.  Ray  Ming,  pastor  of  Highland 
Church,  Vicksburg,  died  Feb.  4,  after 


Swor  to  lecture 
at  William  Carey 


23rd  HOLY  LAND 
PILGRIMAGE 

with 

Dr.  Shorrosh 

including 

Switzerland 
and  Austria 

June  17  -  20 

Writ*  P.  O.  Boat  577 
Spanish  Fort,  AL  36527 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Week  of  Prayer  For  Home  Missions  (WMU  Emphasis) 

Key  Leadership  Seminar;  Baptist  Building;  9:30  a.m.-3:30  p.m. 
<CM) 

Church  Music  Conference;  William  Carey  College,  Hatties¬ 
burg;  6:30  p.m.,  7th-Noon,  9th  (CM) 

Mississippi  Baptist  Religious  Education;  Biloxi  (MBREA) 
Workshop  on  Video  Production  Techniques;  FBC,  Cleveland, 
6:30-9:30  p.m.  (DBS) 


or  call  (205)  620-1124 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  end  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  tor  illustrated  price  folder 
"Internationally  known  apacialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 
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Missionary  claims  dismissal 
due  to  Nicaraguan  involvement 


Conference  will  offer 
resort  missions  skills 


By  Walker  L.  Knight 


fer  ministry  skill  development  in 
areas  such  as  flea  markets,  county 
fairs,  raceways,  and  campgrounds. 

For  details  contact  Alford  at  Bax 
530,  Jackson,  Miss.  39205,  or  phone 
968-3800. 


Mississippi  Baptists’  first  resort 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  James  H.  was  not  given  as  a  reason  for  the  fir-  money  a  month  and  $50  a  month  for  missions  conference  will  feature 
Gamble,  a  Baptist  missionary  in  An-  ing.  Gamble  remembers  being  told  supplies.  I  had  $100  in  hunger  funds,  leadership  training  in  resort  and 
chorage,  Alaska,  has  charged  he  was  the  lifestyle  comment  referred  to  also,  and  with  it  we  helped  three  leisure  ministry  techniques  and  in 
dismissed  in  January  by  the  Alaska  “your  picketing  and  your  marching  families.”  Gamble  said  he  also  had  an  witness  and  ministry  skills  for  resort 
Baptist  Convention  and  the  Southern  and  your  political  activitism.”  He  had  advisory  council  for  the  center,  and  he  activities. 

Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  because  replied,  “I  have  not  been  politically  felt  the  center  had  been  established.  This  event  will  take  place  at  Lake 
of  his  intention  to  visit  areas  of  con-  active  at  all  while  in  Alaska.”  Gamble  said  in  September  his  state  Tiak-O-Khata  near  Louisville,  April 

flict  in  Nicaragua.  Gamble  admitted  by-passing  his  supervisor,  Rice,  had  given  him  an  15-16.  The  program  is  sponsored  by  the 

Alaska  Baptist  leaders,  however,  supervisors,  saying  he  and  Mills  were  above  average  evaluation  on  his  per-  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
claim  Gamble  was  dismissed  for  not  not  getting  along.  “I  felt  he  was  look-  formance  appraisal,  a  copy  of  which  Board’s  Cooperative  Missions  Depart-  elect 
doing  the  job  he  was  hired  to  do  and  ing  for  a  reason  to  dismiss  me,”  he  he  had.  He  had  met  monthly  with  her,  ment,  Richard  Alford,  consultant.  ^ 
for  stepping  out  of  the  line  of  said.  Gamble  reported  nothing  was  and  she  had  given  no  indication  of  Leaders  for  the  conference  include  COLDF 

supervision.  said  in  the  meeting  about  not  doing  his  displeasure  with  his  work.  Tom  Eggleston  who  is  on  the  staff  of  sengers 

,  Gamble,  a  Christian  Social  job.  “The  Home  Mission  Board  has  not  the  Home  Mission  Board  with  exper-  Baptiste 

Ministries  worker,  had  planned  to  use  Allen  takes  exception  to  Gamble’s  taken  any  action  concerning  his  rela-  tise  in  special  events  and  creative 

his  vacation  starting  Feb.  11  on  a  report.  “We  hired  him  to  start  a  center  tionship  to  us,  but  based  on  our  infor-  arts;  and  Chuck  Clayton,  national 
Witness  for  Peace  on  the  Nicaraguan-  in  Mountain  View,  and  a  year  later  we  mation  relative  to  the  administrative  resort  ministries  consultant  for  the 
Honduran  border.  He  said  he  still  in-  still  don’t  have  it  going,”  he  said.  “I  problems,  we  concurred  with  John  HMB.  wm**. 

tended  to  go.  had  told  him  myself  in  the  summer  he  Allen  in  the  termination  of  his  rela-  Alford  said  the  conference  will  of- 

The  intended  visit  to  Nicaragua  had  to  get  that  center  going.”  tionship  to  that  work  in  Alaska,”  aiy  / 

“was  a  catalyst”  which  precipitated  Gamble  said  he  opened  the  Moun-  Palmer  said. 

the  dismissal,  according  to  John  Allen  tain  View  Ministry  Center  in  October,  “We  have  not  discussed  whether  T-f  ii  <rVi  Scarborough 
of  Anchorage,  executive  director  for  meeting  in  the  buildings  of  two  mis-  Gamble  will  be  used  elsewhere,”  he  o  o  ^ 

the  Alaska  Baptist  Convention.  Allen  sions  of  Faith  Baptist  Church,  and  ser-  added.  Dav  declared 


a  48-year-old 
Roswell,  N.  M. 
native,  was  elected 
Jan.  29  in  a  special 
called  session  of 
the  Colorado  Bap¬ 
tist  General  Con- 

Harrisville  Church  declared  Feb.  10  vention.  (CBGC). 
as  Hugh  Scarborough  Day.  This  was  The  election  of  Sharp  as  CBGC  ex- 
a  celebration  of  Scarborough’s  80th  ecutive  director-treasurer  fills  a  post 
birthday  and  49  years  of  serving  the  vacated  June  30  after  22  years  of  ser- 
Lord  at  Harrisville  Church.  His  work  vice  by  Glen  E.  Braswell, 
has  included  serving  as  Sunday  He  will  represent  the  state's  63,0 Of 
School  director  15  years,  S.S.  teacher  Southern  Baptists  in  217  churches, 
for  25  years,  Associational  Sunday  The  new  executive  holds  a  doctorate 
School  director.  Church  Training  in  music  and  educational  administra- 
teacher,  deacon,  church  clerk,  and  tion  frmn  East  Texas  State  Universi- 
serving  on  budget,  nominating,  pulpit,  ty  in  Commerce.  He  served  two 
and  building  committees.  He  is  decades  as  teacher  and  administrator 
presently  Sunday  School  teacher  and  in  public  schools  and  Southern  Bap- 
custodian.  -  tist  colleges  in  Texas  and  Alabama. 

The  church  honored  him  with  a  cer-  He  has  been  director  of  church 


Southern  Baptist  heads 
stress  the  “cooperative” 

By  Craig  Bird 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn,  (BP)  —  Capital  needs  are  not  funded  until  him  a  set  of  commentaries. 
Southern  Baptist  agency  heads  have  the  basic  operating  budget  ($114.5  Truman  Scarborough,  his  son  and 
stressed  the  “cooperative”  in  the  million  in  1983-84  and  $118  million  in  pastor  of  East  Philadelphia  Baptist 
Cooperative  Program  while  adjusting  1984-85)  is  met.  Therefore  $3.4  million  Church,  brought  the  message  at  the 
the  convention’s  national  unified  in  capital  needs  from  1983-84  and  $6.87  morning  worship  hour, 
budget  to  current  economic  realities. 

What  one  observer  described  as 
“possibly  the  best  spirit  of  teamwork 
we  have  ever  had  in  the  budget  plan¬ 
ning  process”  was  evident  in  the 


million  in  1984-85  were  carried  over  in¬ 
to  the  1985-86  planning  process. 

The  1985-86  provides  $120.6  million 
for  the  basic  operating  budget.  Fun- 

_  _  _  ding  priority  for  income  above  that 

it  would  be  a  meaningful  way  to  use  1985-86  budget  goal  of  $130  million  will  go  to  the  1983-84  capital  needs  and 
my  vacation  time,”  he  explained.  which  was  approved  by  the  Southern  1984-85  capital  needs  will  be  funded 
When  he  told  Adkins  he  would  need  Baptist  Convention  Executive  Com-  next.  The  remaining  $1.56  million  of 
two  additional  days,  Adkins  warned  mittee  at  its  February  meeting.  the  $130  million  is  last  on  the  priority 
him  the  trip  was  controversial  and  he  Also  approved  was  a  plan  to  extend  list  and  will  be  distributed  on  the 
could  not  give  him  permission  for  the  previously  approved  capital  expen-  same  percentage  basis  as  the  basic 
extra  days,  only  his  Alaska  super-  ditures  for  1984-88  through  the  1989-90  operating  budget, 
visors  could.  Adkins  remembers  fiscal  year.  Each  of  the  19  SBC  agencies  which 

Gamble  saying  he  was  not  asking  him  The  proposals  will  be  presented  to  receive  funding  through  the  national 
for  permission,  just  informing  him  he  messengers  at  the  annual  meeting  of  Cooperative  Program  which  is  based 
was  going.  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  on  voluntary  contributions  from  the  36 

Adkins  pressed  him  to  notify  his  Dallas  next  June  for  final  approval,  state  conventions  affiliated  with  the 
supervisors  —  Ferrell  Mills,  pastor  of  The  1985-86  figure  is  the  same  as  the  SBC)  present  budget  requests  to  the 
Faith  Baptist  Church,  a  sponsor  of  a  1984-85  budget  goal,  an  attempt  to  Executive  Committee  which  has  the 
center  Gamble  was  to  establish;  Judy  bring  budget  expectations  and  responsibility  of  recommending  the 
Rice,  state  Baptist  director  for  CSM  receipts  into  harmony.  budget  to  messengers  to  the 

work;  and  Allen.  National  Cooperative  Program  in-  convention. 

Gamble  did,  a  few  days  after  talk-  come  has  continued  to  post  healthy  in-  Normally  the  SBC  budget 
ing  with  Adkins,  reach  Judy  Rice  who  creases  in  terms  of  “real  dollars”  over  parameters  are  set  during  the 
was  in  Birmingham,  Ala.  When  they  the  past  several  years  but  the  rapid  September  meeting  of  the  Executive 
finally  talked,  she  told  him  he  was  to  drop  in  inflation  put  the  long  term  Committee  but  the  belt-tightening 
be  fired.  The  dismissal  came  in  a  budget  planning  process  used  by  the  process  was  extended  five  months  this 
meeting  with  Allen,  Mills,  and  the  SBC  in  a  bind.  time  until  February, 

president  of  the  Alaska  Baptist  Con-  Budgets  are  approved  two  years  in  In  the  1985-86  basic  operating 
vention,  Neil  Thompson.  advance  by  messengers  to  the  annual  budget  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  will 


Enrollment  now  available  at  age  64V2  and  older 

GUARANTEED  RENEWABLE  FOR  LIFE 

PRE-EXISTING  CONDITIONS  COVERED  AFTER  6-M0NTHS 
Policy  Form  MS-183 

PART  A  —  Pays  Medicare  deductible  and  co-insurance  —  with 
Medicare.  After  Medicare  benefits  have  expired,  policy  pays  100% 
of  Medicare  eligible  expenses  for  additional  365  days. 


PART  B  —  Pays  100%  of  Medicare  deductible  and  100%  of  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  actual  charges  of  the  provider  of  services  and  the 
Medicare  payment  under  the  terms  of  the  policy.  INPATIENT  AND 
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For  full  information  phono  956-3992  or  clip  and  mail  to: 


R.  C.  PORTER  INSURANCE  AGENCY  PA 
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Name 


According  to  Gamble,  he  was  given 
three  reasons  for  the  dismissal :  1)  his 
lifestyle  was  incompatible  with  the  the  actual  rate  was  about  three  per-  the  six  SBC  seminaries  will  share 
goals  and  directions  and  the  policy  of  cent  and  contributions  —  though  up  20.56  percent,  divided  according  to  a 
the  HMB  and  the  ABC,  2)  he  had  been  approximately  $10  million  compared  complex  formula  based  partially  on 
counseled  not  to  go  to  Nicaragua  and  to  1982-83  —  totalled  just  over  $108.8  enrollment. 

3)  his  protocol  was  incorrect.  million. 

Allen  said  the  lifestyle  comment  Projections  for  the  1984-85  indicate  Craig  Bird  is  Baptist  Press  feature 
was  “made  during  the  meeting,  but  income  should  be  around  $1.18  million,  editor. 


Phone 


(Underwritten  by  First  Notional  Life  Insurance  Company) 
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Tennessean  sees  GocPs  plan 
despite  handicap,  hardship 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP) -Life’s  been  no  bed  of  roses 
for  Imogene  May  but  the  35-year-old  eastern  Tennessean 
has  learned  it’s  enough  to  simply  “live  for  the  Lord.” 

May,  a  full-time  employee  at  Southern  Baptist  — 
Theological  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  her  hus¬ 
band,  Richard,  studies  at  Boyce  Bible  School,  believes 
“the  Lord  uses  my  experiences.  They  open  up  witness¬ 
ing  opportunities  and  we  all  have  our  purpose.” 

Reared  in  a  mountain  community  outside  Chat¬ 
tanooga,  Term.,  the  11th  child  of  12,  May  grew  up  poor 
and  married  at  age  16.  She  describes  her  early  life  as 
“wild?’ 

Losing  her  arm  became  the  initial  step  toxhanging  her 
life,  she  adds.  “My  husband  drank  heavily.  One  night 
after  he  had  been  drinking,  he  was  cleaning  a  shotgun. 

It  went  off  and  literally  blew  my  arm  away.” 

May  became  aware  of  what  dying  might  be  like.  “I  had 
an  experience  of  dying  and  I  was  very  much  aware  that 
I  was  not  going  to  heaven.  People  seldom  talk  of  dying,”  t 
she  notes,  “but  when  they  do,  they  talk  about  going  to 
heaven.  I  knew  I  wasn’t.”  '"-t 

After  leaving  the  hospital.  May  moved  to  a  tenant  farm 
with  her  husband  and  two  small  children.  Through  the 
landowner  and  a  revival  meeting  she  was  led  to  Christ, 
but  soon  after  her  husband  left  her.  Struggling  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  her  daughters  and  partying  to  escape  from  her 
problems,  May  put  God  in  her  past.  That  is  until  the  man 


/// 


The  marathoners 


Editor; 

My  compliments  to  the  Baptist 
Record  for  their  recognition  of 
marathoner  Steve  Smith  on  his  3:12 
performance  at  the  Mississippi 
Marathon.  However,  Rev.  Smith  is 
“out  of  the  running”  when  it  comes  to 
holding  the  record  for  a  Mississippi 
Southern  Baptist  preacher.  As  in¬ 
dicated  by  the  article,  all  running  afi¬ 
cionados  know  that  the  record  belongs 
to  Rev.  Buddy  Wagner  of  Clinton,  a 
veteran  of  many  marathons.  He  has 
run  36  minutes  faster,  for  a  time  of  2 
hours  and  36  jninutes. 

Nationally,  there  are  several  “world 
class”  marathoners  who  are  also  Bap¬ 
tist  ministers  and  many  hundreds  who 
are  serious  competitors. 

Dow  Ford 
Clarke  College 


Huntsville,  AL,  in  1982,  Buddy 
Wagner  is  one  of  the  top  runners  in  his 
age  group  across  the  state  of 
Mississippi.  He  also  ran  and  com¬ 
pleted  the  Mississippi  Marathon  this 
past  December. 

I  am  sure  that  if  you  were  to  check, 
you  would  find  many  other  preachers 
and  ministerial  staff  involved  in  run¬ 
ning  or  some  form  of  aerobic  exercise 
to  maintain  some  type  of  physical 

conditioning. - - —  - 

Thank  you  for  doing  such  a  good  job 
with  the  Mississippi  paper.  Keep  up 
the  good  work. 

Because  he  lives, 
Tommy  Winders 
Tupelo 


Editor : 

While  reading  the  Feb.  14  issue  of 
the  Baptist  Record,  I  was  glad  to  see 
the  accomplishment  of  Steve  Smith  of 
Wellman  Baptist  Church  in 
Brookhaven.  Anyone  who  completes 
a  marathon  is  to  be  congratulated. 

As  far  as  the  members  of  Wellman 
Church  knew,  their  pastor  was  the 
first  Southern  Baptist  preacher  in 
Mississippi  to  accomplish  this  feat. 

May  I  bring  them  up  to  date  about 
some  other  runners  among  the 
ministerial  group?  I  know  there  are 


Photo  problems 

Editor: 

I  am  writing  to  inform  you  and 
through  the  Baptist  Record  other 
churches  of  a  difficult  problem  we 
have  experienced  in  the  area  of  a 
photo  directory.  Last  year  we  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  Bel-Air  Studio 
of  Louisville,  Ky.,  to  develop  a  photo 
church  directory.  The  arrangement 
’was  typical,  and  we  setup  the  normal 
committees.  We  believed  all  was  in 
order. 

The  date  of  our  first  photo  session 
came  and  the  photographer  was  two 
hours  late.  When  he  arrived,  we  had 
to  sober  him  up  and  clean  him  up.  A 
phone  call  to  the  home  office  seemed 


!  Russians  get  10,000  Bibles  ! 


I 


I 


she  was  dating-Richard-accepted  an  invitation  to  hear 
another  friend  preach.  During  that  service,  Richard 
came  to  God  and  May  rededicated  her  life. 

-  They  married  and  things  were  going  pretty  well  for  the 
two  until  Richard  lost  his  job,  May  said.  At  the  end  of 
three  months  of  searching,  May  said  the  two  decided  to 
do  “what  the  Lord  wanted  us  to.  We  didn’t  know  why,  but 
we  decided  to  come  here.  We  had  $5,  an  old  car,  and  some 
clothes  and  dishes.” 

They  looked  up  friends  in  Louisville  and  Richard 
secured  a  job  the  day  he  arrived,  she  recalled.  “In  the 
two  years  we’ve  been  here,  we’ve  had  doors  opened  and 
all  our  needs  met.” 

At  present,  the  two  are  working  with  youth  at  Garfield 
Avenue  Baptist  Church  in  Louisville’s  west  end. 

“I  really  don’t  know  what  we’ll  do.in  the  future  but  I 
know  whatever  it  is,  it  will  be  rough.  There’s  a  lot  of  my 
life  I  wouldn’t  want  to  live  over  again  but  the  Lord  uses 
it  now.  When  I  get  cocky,  my  arm’s  still  here  to  keep  me 
humble.  It’s  helped  change  my  outlook.  I  can  do  all  things 
through  Christ.” 

May  realizes  her  past  enables  her  to  minister  to  others 
with  special  needs. 

“I’m  weak  and  struggling,  but  I’m  still  trying  to  live 
for  the  Lord,”  she  affirms.  “I’ve  found  there’s  peace  and 
joy  in  being  where  you’re  supposed  to  be.  All  I  ask 
anymore  is  that  the  Lord  helpjne  do  things  effectively.” 


I 


MOSCOW  (BP) -A  shipment  of  10,000  Russian-language  Bibles  dispat¬ 
ched  from  the  United  Bible  Society’s  headquarters  in  Stuttgart,  West 
Germany,  arrived  in  Moscow  Dec.  11  and  have  been  distributed  among 
the  churches  of  the  All-Union  Council  of  Evangelical  Christians-Baptists. 

“The  believers  have  offered  their  thanksgiving  to  God  for  this  bless¬ 
ed  gift,”  a  Baptist  spokesperson  said.  The  Bibles  were  financed  with 
UBS  funds  along  with  European  Baptist  Federation  contributions. 

Also  in  December  1984,  the  AUCECB  printed  and  distributed  some 
15,000  hymnals  with  music. 


I 
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SBC  Executive  Committee 


Committee  approves 
ACTS  fund  campaign 


use  them  as  gifts.  The  second  week  of 
December  arrived  without  pictures 
for  most  people.  I  called  Mr.  Payne, 
president  of  Bel-Air  Studios,  about 
this  and  was  assured  the  pictures 
would  be  processed  and  mailed  im¬ 
mediately.  When  the  pictures  arrived, 
little  if  any  touch  up  work  had  been 
done.  For  the  people  who  wore 
glasses,  the  touch  up  looked  as  if  it 
had  been  done  with  a  magic  marker. 

Several  of  our  people  have  called 
the  state  attorney  general’s  office  and 
filed  complaints.  It  is  my  desire  here 
to  warn  other  churches  and  save  them 
from  the  very  bad  experience  we  have 
had. 

Cliff  Shipp,  pastor 

Highland  Church,  Jackson 


By  Dan  Martin 


Unusual  potential 

Editor: 

Many  years  ago,  a  poor  farmer  in 
North  Carolina  found  what  appeared 
to  be  nothing  more  than  an  attractive 
ordinary  stone  in  a  shallow  creek, 
where  it  had  lain  unnoticed  for  cen¬ 
turies,  and  took  it  to  his  home,  where 
for  a  long  time  it  was  used  to  hold  his 
front  door  open.  One  day  a  geologist 
by  chance  stopped  at  the  farmer’s 
house  and  observed  that  the  doorstep 
did  not  seem  to  be  an  ordinary  rock. 
His  examination  disclosed  that  it  was 
in  reality  a  lump  of  gold— the  largest 
ever  found  east  of  the  Rocky 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  -  A 
three-year,  $6-million  fund  raising 
campaign  to  finance  the  ACTS  televi¬ 
sion  network  has  been  approved  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee,  but  approval  to 
borrow  up  to  $10  million  for  10  years 
has  been  delayed. 

The  action  was  taken  during  the 
February  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  which  is  required  by  the 
SBC  Business  and  Financial  Plan  to 
approve  fund  raising  campaigns  by 
national  agencies,  and  to  give  consent 
for  “incumbrances  which  cannot  be 
repaid  out  of  anticipated  receipts  for 
current  operations  within  a  period  of 
three  years.” 

The  Radio  and  Television  Commis¬ 
sion,  which  operates  the  American 
Christian  Television  System  network, 
had  asked  to  be  allowed  to  conduct  a 
special  solicitation  drive  to  raise  $12.5 
million  to  fund  ACTS  through  fiscal 
1986,  and  for  authority  to  borrow  up  to 
$10  million  with  a  10-year  maturity. 

The  recommendation  to  delay  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  total  solicitation  and  the 
loan  while  approving  the  shorter  term 
fund  raising  effort  was  made  by  the 
Business  and  Finance  subcommittee 
after  an  all-day  session  with  Jimmy 
R.  Allen,  RTVC  president,  and  other 
representatives  of  the  Fort  Worth, 
Texas-based  agency. 

Harmon  Born  of  Atlanta,  said  the 
Executive  Committee  “is  not  trying  to 
substitute  our  judgement  for  that  of 
the  trustees  of  the  Radio  and  Televi¬ 
sion  Commission.  But  we  are  required 
by  the  (business  and)  financial  plan 
to  study  this.  We  must  have  all  the 
data  we  can  gather.” 

Born  said  representatives  of  the 
subcommittee  will  go  to  Fort  Worth  to 
study  the  matter  as  soon  as  the  finan¬ 
cial  audit  for  fiscal  1984  is  completed 
at  the  commission.  The  audit 
reportedly  will  be  completed  within  30 
days. 

Allen  told  Baptist  Press  he  is 
“pleased”  with  the  action  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  in  approving  the 
solicitation  campaign.  “They  did  not 
turn  down  anything  We  asked,”  he 


the  privilege  —  to  conduct  a  public 
campaign.” 

He  said  the  only  question  to  be 
resolved  about  the  campaign  is 
“whether  it  will  be  three  or  five  years.- 
We  wanted  it  to  be  five  years  because 
it  gives  us  more  latitude  to  negotiate 
with  groups.  We  can  function  with 
three  years,  but  we  would  rather  have 
had  five  years.” 

Allen  added  the  committee  “did  not 
turn  down”  the  request  to  borrow  up 
to  $10  million,  but  postponed  it 
“because  they  need  more  information. 
We  have  invited  them  to  come  here  to 
Fort  Worth  to  study  it  and  they  will 
report  back  (to  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee)  in  June.” 

John  Roberts  of  Greenville,  S.C., 
chairman  of  trustees  and  editor  of  the 
Baptist  Courier,  said  the  loan  and  the 
campaign  are  linked.  “We  are  after 
the  loan  and  the  collateral.  We  are  go¬ 
ing  to  launch  a  fund  campaign  and 
then  borrow  against  that.  We  need 
money  faster  than  we  can  raise  it.  We 
need  to  go  to  the  bank  right  away  (to 
borrow  the  money)  and  then  have  a 
campaign  to  pay  it  back.” 

Roberts  added:  ‘Time  is  both  our 
enemy  and  our  friend  right  now.  We 
think  that  in  24  to  30  months  we  will 
have  sufficient  revenues  coming  in  to 
meet  most  of  our  obligations.  But 
from  now  until  then,  we  are  going  to 
be  operating  at  a  loss 

Allen  said  the  RTVC  “has  to  raise 
something  like  $7  million  above  the 
Cooperative  Program”  budget 
allocated  to  fund  the  operation  of 
ACTS,  a  Christian  television  network 
operating  24  hours  a  day  through 
cable  television  outlets  and  low  and 
full  power  TV  stations. 

For  1984-85,  the  RTVC  will  receive 
$4.9  million  through  the  Cooperative 
Program  ( the  denomination’s  unified 
plan  of  collecting  and  distributing 
funds).  According  to  the  commission’s 
financial  statement,  the  1984-85 
budget  is  $13.1  million,  of  which  nearly 
$6  million  will  be  used  to  fund  ACTS. 

Allen  said  the  commission  “has  a 
cash  flow  problem  now.  We  need  $1.1 
million  and  that  is  part  of  the  bridge 


probably  others  that  I  am  not  aware 
of,  but  I  know  that  Dr.  Gene  Hender¬ 
son  of  First  Baptist  Church  in  Green¬ 
ville;  Sammy  Crawford,' minister  of 
education  at  Fairview  Baptist  Church 
in  Columbus;  Bob  Waldrop,  former 
minister  of  music  at  Fairview  Baptist 
Church  in  Columbus;  Buddy  Wagner 
of  Mississippi  College;  and  Ibmmy 
Winders,  full-time  evangelist  of 
Tupelo,  all  ran  and  completed  the 
Humana  Rocket  City  Marathon  in 


to  correct  the  problem  somewhat.  We 
were  assured  that  from  that  point  on 
we  would  incur  no  further  problems. 

The  next  difficulty  came  when  they 
returned  with  the  proofs.  As  long  as 
a  staff  member  was  in  the  room,  they 
were  fine  and  helpful.  However,  when 
a  staff  member  was  not  present,  high 
pressure  salesmanship  was  used. 

The  people  were  promised  that  the 
pictures  would  be  returned  in  Ume  for 
Christmas,  as  many  were  planning  to 


Mountains. 

Analogously,  many  people  have  dor¬ 
mant  ability,  potentially  more 
valuable  than  the  aforesaid  lump  of 
gold  ;  but,  falling  to  realize  that  they 
have  it,  they  never  use  it  and  conse¬ 
quently  fall  far  short  of  the  usefulness 
and  success  which  they  are  capable 
of  achieving. 

Let  us  carefully  and  prayerfully 
evaluate  the  natural  and  spiritual 
resources  which  the  Creator  has  en- 


said.  “The  key  for  us  is  the  right  —  or 


dowed  us  with  and  put  our  unused 
ability  to  use  to  the  glory  ofGod  ( 1  Cor 
10:31)  by  doing  good  unto  all  men  as 
we  have  the  opportunity.  See  Matt. 
25:14-30;  Acts  20:35;  Gal.  6:10;  Phil. 
2:3.  ^ 

George  F.  Raines  , 

Chaplain,  Cap-USAF 
Newton 


the  $10  million  loan  would  take  care 
of  ”  » 

RTVC  trustees,  during  their 
January  meeting,  gave  approval  for 
a  $1.4  million  short  term  line  of  credit 
16  pay  current  operating  expenses  of 
the  network.  Agency  executives  have 
authority  to  borrow  that  amount 
-without  Executive  Committee 
approval. 

'  Dan  Martin  is  Baptist  Press  News 
Editor. 
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Volunteers  head  to  Ethiopia 
missionaries  sear  up  for  relic 


Annie  Kersh:  “A  good  name 

“Ajjood  name  is  rather  to  be  chosen  weekends.  Also,  for  a  long  time,  the  •  By  Robert  0  Brien 

than  great  riches,  and  loving  favour  church  had  preaching  only  once  or  ADDIS  ABABA,  Ethiopia  (BP)—  fed  initially  and  then  expand  even  fur- 
rather  than  silver  and  gold”  (Pro-  twice  a  month.  The  pastor  could  Southern  Baptist  volunteers  have  ther.  They’ve  also  investigated  possi- 

a  verbs  22:1).  That  always  be  assured  of  finding  a  bed  begun  arriving  in  Ethiopia  and  others  ble  use  of  helicopters,  which  would 

was  the  favorite  and  a  good  meal  at  the  Kersh  house,  are  on  the  way  as  missionaries  in  the  improve  access  to  remote  areas* 

Bible  verse  of  An-  In  this  wa&\  Miss  Annie  could  use  her  drought-chocked  country  gear  up  a  speed  up  emergency  food  transporta- 

nie  Kersh,  widely  talent  for  cooking,  and  her  gift  of  relief  and  development  ministry  in  the  tion  from  eight  hours  of  travel  on 

known  as  Miss  An-  hospitality.  One  of  C.  C.  Carraway’s  Menz-Gishe  area.  body-pounding  bad  road  to  minutes  by 

nie.  For  95  years,  first  pastorates  was  at  Rock  Hill.  It  The  project  includes  short-term  air,  and  allow  transportation  to  con- 

she  kept  her  good  was  he  who  preached  her  funeral  feeding,  health  care,  and  dry  ration  tinue  if  rains  shut  down  the  road, 

name  polished  and  sermon.  distribution  and  such  long-term  Missionaries  have  already  spent 

Altus  Newell  was  another  of  her  development  as  agriculture,  water  $200,000  in  Southern  Baptist  hunger 

young  minister  friends.  During  his  catchment,  irrigation,  sheep  and  relief  funds  to  gear  up  the  effort. 

breeding,  veterinary  medicine,  and  They’re  expected  to  ask  for  another 
community  health.  $220,000  for  Additional  needs  in  the 

Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in  next  phase  of  their  extended  commit- 


Born  April  17, 

Mrs.  Kersh  1889,  in  Rankin  pastorate  at  Rock  Hill  (his  first),  the 
County,  she  spent  all  her  nearly  96  church  proclaimed  Annie  Kersh  Day. 
years  there.  Her  parents  (and  I  sup-  Newell  was  recently  installed  as  presi- 
pose  her  grandparents)  lived  there,  < 

too;  she  was  a  descendant  of  the  Seminary  in  Ruschlikon,  Switzerland. 

Kersh  family  who  moved  from  the  Making  quilts  was  her  favorite  hob- 
Orangeburg  District  in  South  Carolina  by.  But  Miss  Annie  couldn’t  bear  to 
to  Mississippi  about  1828— one  of  the  keep  all  that  beauty  for  herself.  She 
first  families  to  settle  in  Rankin  Coun-  pieced  the  pomegranate ,  the  tulip,  the 
ty.(My  mother  was  born  in  Chambers  Dutch  doll,  the  double  wedding  ring, 

County,  Ala.,  on  March  4,  1908.  Hap-  and  many  other  designs.  She  gave  a  country. 

py  birthday  next  week,  Mama ! )  quilt  to  every  pastor  and  music  direc-  Missionary  Jerry  Bedsole  said  the 
In  1828,  the  Methodists  among  those  tor  at  Rock  Hill.  One  of  those  pastors  first  two  loads  of  food  went  into  Menz 
early  Rankin  settlers  established  was  Vance  Dyess.  She  gave  quilts  to  Gishe  in  early  February  and  thal 
Shiloh,  the  now  famous  campground  couples  who  married,  to  seniors  who  another  200  metric  tons,  secured 
where  people  go  and  stay  in  cabins  graduated.  Sometimes  quilts  went  to  through  cooperation  with  the 
every  year  in  August  for  a  week  or  two  relatives  or  to  friends  and  neighbors,  Lutheran  World  Federation,  would  be 
of  revival  meetings.  Annie  grew  up  like  Foy  Rogers.  ready  about  two  weeks  later, 

near  Shiloh.  She  and  her  family  were  She  liked  to  sing  and  play  the  organ.  While  food  distribution  gets  under 
Methodists.  (In  1978,  on  the  150th  year  When  Tbm  Larrimore  was  interim  way,  missionaries  are  exploring  plans 
of  Shiloh’s  beginning,  Annie  Kersh  minister  at  Rock  Hill,  he  would  often  to  double  the  15,000  people  who  will  tx 
was  present  for  the  anniversary  stop  by  her  house  and  sing  “Amazing 
celebration,  and,  as  the  oldest  person  Grace,’— her  favorite— so  she  gave 
attending,  received  a  plaque.)  him  two  quilts.  j 

Marriage  didn’t  change  her  Not  many  people,  I  imagine,  )  /  X ' 

name— for  she  was  a  Kersh  and  mar-  remember  spinning  the  thread  and  %  L  ^  B  | 

ried  a  Kersh.  But  it  played  a  role  in  weaving  the  cloth  from  which  they 

her  change  from  Methodist  to  Baptist,  pieced  their  quilts.  Miss  Annie  did.  In  ‘ 

Walter  Kersh,  another  Rankin  Coun-  her  younger  days,  she  used  the  spin-  HRk 

tian,  was  a  farmer  and  a  Baptist.  With  ning  wheel  which  has  occasionally 

him,  she  moved  over  to  the  Rock  Hill  since  been  displayed  in  the  public  3k  " 

area  and  began  attending  the  Rock  schools  of  Brandon  at  Thanksgiving 

Hill  Baptist  Church.  By  the  time  of  time.  <  Her  three  sisters  who  are  still  ~  /ML 

her  death  on  January  2,  1985,  she  had  living,  ages  88,  90.  and  91.  probably 

“held  every  office  in  the  church  except  helped  her  spin. )  ^§r 

that  of  deacon  and  pastor.”  Flower  gardening  was  another  of  jlmT?' 

She  married  Walter  on  a  Saturday,  her  loves.  She  especially  liked  roses. 
somewhere  around  1919.  I  can  just  see  And  she  named  her  daughter  for  a  1 
her  as  she  must  have  looked  then—  flower— Violet. 

small,  with  large  grey  eyes  and  dark  I  never  met  Miss  Annie,  but  I  have  m  M  11 

brown  hair,  a  glowing  bride.  And  he  seen  many  of  her  unselfish  traits  in  mM  \\  “If 

must  have  been  a  handsome  man,  for  her  daughter.  I’ve  known  Violet  rL  m  W  1  \  m 

he  was  quite  popular.  That  afternoon,  almost  as  long  as  I’ve  lived  in  I  % 

they  went  to  an  outdoor  church  social.  Jackson.  Back  in  1954,  when  I  lived  at 

Just  for  fun,  they  decided  not  to  tell  821  North  Congress,  she  lived  in  the  y[f 

anyone  that  they  were  married.  Annie  700  block  Her  skill  in  the  beauty  salon 

laughed  about  it  later,  but  that  after  is  an  artistry  She  was  working  at  Ar 

noon  it  was  not  too  funny.  Several  cola’s  Beauty  Circle  on  Yazoo  Street  < 

young  women  kept  flirting  with  her  for  a  long  time,  but  for  the  past  two  4^ 

new  husband  In  fact,  she  hardly  saw  and  half  years  she  has  lovingly  and  ^ .  i  , 


A  volunteer  couple  from  Ttexas,  Bob 


dentr  of  the  International  Baptist  Ethiopia  have  been  working  through  ment  to  short-term  hunger  relief  and  and  Yvonne  Walls,  will  fill  a  similar 

the  frustrating,  time-consuming  tasks  long-range  development.  role  in  Menz-Gishe.  They’ll  take  over 

of  securing  storage  and  feeding  John  Cheyne,  the  Southern  Baptist  logistics  there  from  John  Lawrence, 
facilities,  permits,  visas,  transporta-  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  human  needs  a  volunteer  veterinarian  from  Lou- 
tion,  equipment,  supplies,  and  Ethio-  consultant,  predicts  the  effort  may  re-  siana  who  has  worked  in  the  country 
pian  workers  to  get  the  program  quire  more  than  $1  million  in  hunger  since  September  1983, 

Volunteers  Everett  and  Kay  Martin 
from  Texas  also  have  arrived  in 
Ethiopia  to  assume  Lawrence’s 
veterinary  teaching  duties  at  a 
government  agricultural  and 
veterinary  school  near  Addis  Ababa. 
They’ll  also  assist  in  relief  and 
development  efforts. 

O'Brien  is  a  missionary  journalist 
writing  for  the  Foreign  Mission 


s  mite  helps  hungry 


Child 


By  Orville  Scott 

ANDREWS,  Texas— ( BP)— Seven-year-old  Candace  Porter  of  Andrews. 
Texas,  has  given  the  “widow’s  mite”—  $30.07  for  the  starving  people  in 
Africa. 

As  the  Bible  tells  in  Luke  21:2-4,  Christ  saw  a  poor  widow  giving  a  small 
coin  and  observed  that  hers  was  the  greatest  gift  because  it  was  all  she 
had. 

Candace,  whose  parents,  Dennie  and  Cindy,  are  Sunday  school  teachers 
at  First  Baptist  Church,  Andrews,  had  saved  up  nickels  and  dimes  since 
she  was  four.  Candice  and  her  mother  had  been  deeply  moved  by  the 
televised  scenes  of  starving  Africans. 

“I  felt  bad  because  they  were  starving,”  said  Candace.  “Sometimes 
I  would  see  it  and  cry,  and  my  brothers  would  tease  me,  and  I  couldn’t 
hear  them  because  I  was  crying  too  loud.” 

So  she  sent  all  of  her  savings,  “plus  50  cents  from  the  tooth  fairy,"  said 
her  mother.  “She  did  it  all  on  her  own.  We  didn’t  know  sh&was  doing 
it  ‘till  later.” 

In  a  letter  “To  the  starving  people  of  Africa,”  Candace  wrote,  "I  wish 
you  didn't  have  to  starve  like  that  We’re  warm  at  night,  and  you  all  are 
freezing.  I  wish  we  were’  freezing  and  you  were  warm,  but  I  guess  that 
isn’t  true.  I  hope  that  someday  you  will  be  like, us  We  all  love  you" 

Candace  signed  her  name  and  the  names  of  her  parents  and  two 
brothers. 

Roger  Hall,  treasurer  of  the  Baptist  General  Convention  of  Tfcxas,  said 
all  of  Candace’s  gift  will  be  used  directly  by  Southern  Baptist  foreign 
missionaries  to  help  alleviate  hunger. 

‘.‘Like  the  widow's  mite,”  said  Hall,  “Candace’s  unselfish  example  will 
live  forever,  blessing  the  lives  of  countless  people." 

Scott  writes  for  Texas  Baptists. 


Annie  Kersh,'  displays  her  spinning 
wheel  in  a  Thanksgiving  display  in  a 
public  school  at  Brandon. 


water,  2  T  cornstarch,  Vi  stick 
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Reagan  renews  appeal 
for  his  ‘social  agenda’ 

By  Stan  Hastey 


Experts  search  for  clues 
to  increase  in  teen  suicides 


The  tragic  dimensions  of  a  nation-  child  abuse,  fear  of  nuclear  holocaust, 
wide  “suicide  epidemic”  among  alcoholism,  and  family  dissolution  as 
young  people  continue  to  haunt  causes  for  suicidal  behavior. 
American  society.  But  experts  also  are  pointing  to 

Experts  are  trying  to  isolate  another  factor:  the  availability  of 
reasons  for  the  fact  that  suicide  firearms  in  the  home.  Nearly  two- 
among  Americans  age  15  to  24  rose  136  thirds  of  teens  who  killed  themselves 
percent  between  1960  and  1980,  the  last  use  guns,  and  four-fifths  of  them  use 
year  for  which  complete  statistics  are  handguns,  according  to  experts, 
available.  —Compiled  from  news  sources 

In  1960  the  suicide  rate  for  that  age 
group  was  5.2  per  100,000  young  peo¬ 
ple.  In  1980  the  rate  was  12.3  per 
100,000.  One  in  every  five  suicides  in 
1980  involved  victims  in  the  a  cargo  into  Canada  for  the  first  time. 
15-to-24-year  age  group.  Suicide  is  the  Late  in  the  evening,  they  stopped  at 
third  leading  cause  of  death  in  this  a  large  town,  parked  their  truck  and 
age  group.  entered  a  diner.  A  cute  waitress  ap- 

Last  year  young  Americans  killed  proached  them, 
themselves  at  a  rate  of  100  per  “What  town  is  this?”  asked  one  of 
week— a  total  of  5,200.  More  than  the  drivers. 

500,000  attempted  suicide. 

Incidents  “of  “cluster  suicides,’ 
strings  of  conceivably  “copycat’ 
suicides,  have  attracted  particular  and  exclaiified 
attention 

Psychologists  tiave  cited  increasing  here !  ’  ’ 


Martin  JUUgC  UlUUft.8  ictw 

Bayou  View  Church,  Gulfport,  has  BECKLEY,  W.  Va.  (EP)— West 
called  Mike  Snowden  as  part-time  Virginia’s  new  school  prayer  law  has 
Two  transport  drivers  were  taking  minister  of  music.  Nathan  Cothen,  been  temporarily  blocked  by  U.S. 

youth  director  at  Bayou  View,  has  District  Judge  Elizabeth  Hallanan. 
resigned  to  accept  a  pastorate  in  Witnesses  said  the  measure  may 
Louisiana.  make  children  pray  when  they  don’t 

Mrs.  Gloria  Dupree  has  been 
employed  by  Diamondhead  Church, 

Gulf  Coast,  as  church  secretary. 

“Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan,”  s^ng  Kittiwake  Church,  Gulf  Coast,  has 
out  the  waitress.  called  Tim  Miller  as  pastor.  Miller  is 

The  driver,  turned  to  his  companion'  a  student  at  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Now  we’re  in  a  real  His  father,  J.  B.  Miller,  served  several 
mess.  They  don’t  even  speak  English  churches  in  Mississippi  before  mov¬ 
ing  to  Tennessee. 


The  “Voluntary  Prayer  in  School 
Amendment”  won  overwhelming  ap¬ 
proval  in  the  last  election.  The 
measure  required  all  public  schools  to 
hold  periods  of  “prayer,  contemplation 
or  meditation”  each  day,  but 
restricted  teachers  from  requiring 
that  students  participate  in  the 
period.  — 


Gulf  Coast 
adds  two 

Gulf  Coast  Association,  Bobby 
Perry,  director  of  missions,  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  two  men  have  been  add¬ 
ed  to  its  staff.  They  are  George 
Abrams  and  Richard  Colwell. 

Abrams,  former  pastor  of  Sharon 
Church,  and  now  retired,  will  serve  as 
director  of  the  Seaman  Center 
ministry.  Colwell,  pastor  of  East 
Howard  Church,  Biloxi,  is  serving  as 
director  of  language  ministries. 

They  will  fill  the  position  left  vacant 
by  the  resignation  of  Paul  Vander- 
cook  on  Jan.  1,  and  will  serve  on  an 
interim  basis  until  other  staff  needs 
are  determined  by  the  association’s 
Administrative  Committee. 

Missionaries 
on  furlough 

Missionaries  now  on  furlough  in 
Mississippi : 

Larry  and  Cheryl  Cox,  619  Holly 
Ridge,  Vicksburg,  Burkina  Faso; 
Paul  and  Brenda  Lee,  Spain,  207  S. 
Washington  St.,  Starkville;  Don  and 
Margie  Mines,  Argentina,  Pine  Trails 
Apts.,  Apt.  M-5,  Clinton;  James  and 
Mary  Slack,  Philippines,  2334  Coronet 
Place,  Jackson;  James  and  Gwen 
Young,  Bangladesh,  1625  Easy  St., 
Yazoo  City ; 

Gerald  and  Glenda  Davis,  Philip¬ 
pines,  520  Magazine  St.,  Tupelo; 
James  and  Peggy  Jean  Bartley, 
Uruguay,  Pine  Trails  Apts.  Apt.  6-M, 
Springridge  Road,  Clinton;  Mary 
Alice  Ditsworth,  Indonesia,  4610  Or¬ 
chard  Road,  Pascagoula;  Emogene 
Harris,  Nigeria,  Box  290,  Cato  Road, 
Brandon ;  George  and  Robbie  Pettey, 
Nigeria,  c/o  Mrs.  Carol  Hood,  229 
Alida  St.,  Clarksdale;  John  and  Jean 
Jacobs,  Trinidad,  100  Miller  Circle, 
Booneville  ;  Jerald  and  Elaine  Perrill, 
Thailand.  100  Georgia  Ave.,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg;  Jerry  and  Glenda  White, 
Korea,  416  Ford,  Columbia. 

Southeastern  gifts 
increase  in  ’84 

WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)-South- 
eastern  Seminary,  Wake  Forest,  N.C., 
reported  an  increase  of  nearly  one 
million  dollars  in  gifts  during  1984. 

According  to  figures  just  released, 
gifts  to  the  Southern  Baptists  Conven¬ 
tion  seminary  rose  to  Si, 809, 050  for 
1984  from  $883,649  in  1983,  a  whopping 
117  percent.  The  number  of  donors  in¬ 
creased  by  68  percent. 


HOLY  LAND, 
EGYPT  AND 
GREECE  TOUR 
June  11-24,  1985 


Escorted  by  Dr.  and  Mrs. 

Fuller  B.  Saunders 
•  All  inclusive  •  All  deluxe 

For  complete  information 
call  or  write; 

Dr.  Fuller  B.  Saunders 

606  Douglas  Drive 
Houma,  LA  70364 
or 

Bryan  Tours,  Inc. 

Box  5221,  Jackson,  Ms  39216 
Phones  981-1345 
1-800-872-8522  (MS) 
1-800-647-5298  (USA) 
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New  Prospect  Church,  luka  (Tishomingo)  recently  held  ground  breaking  services 
for  a  3,000  sq.  ft.  addition  which  will  have  a  fellowship  hall  and  five  classrooms.  Jerry 
Swimmer  led  the  services  in  scripture  and  prayer.  The  Building  Committee  members 
are  Tommy  Purvis,  chairman,  D.  F.  Frederick,  Danny  Davis,  Mrs.  Betty  Swimmer,  and 
Mrs.  Dot  Hannon.  Eugene  Walden  is  pastor. 


who  holds  the  burning  note;  members  of  the  Building  and 
Finance  Committees  when  the  sanctuary  was  constructed  — 
(L  to  R)  Jerry  Tutor,  Gara  Edwards,  Janie  Wallace,  Ralph  Mit¬ 
chell,  Jimmie  Stegall,  and  A.  B.  Godfrey. 


A  note  burning  celebration  was  held  Feb.  10  at  West  Heights 
•Church,  Pontotoc.  The  sanctuary,  which  seats  approximate¬ 
ly  600,  was  dedicated  on  Nov.  24. 1974.  All  notes  have  been 
retired  and  the  building  is  debt  free.  Pictured  lighting  the  note; 
Pastor  James  Spencer;  Wilton  Chism,  chairman  of  deacons, 


Acteens  and  GAs  of  Bethel  Church,  Louisville,  recently  were  honored  in  a  recogni¬ 
tion  fervice.  Left  to  right,  front  row,  Stephanie  Kelley,  Dawn  Easley,  Paige  Edwards, 
Jenni  Rodgers,  Christy  Ming,  Sharon  Rodgers  (GA  leader).  Leigh  Ann  Eaves.  Se¬ 
cond  row,  Tabby  Ming,  Kim  Ivy,  Lori  Sanders,  Lisa  Sloan,  Jen  Parks,  Donna  Triplett 
Monica  Cockrell  (Acteens  leader),  Lindsey  Sanders.  _ 


regent:  Holly  Benzenhafter,  Renee  Berry,  Linda  Little,  Karen  clCl  I  dC/CXll  lO  ilUllJ 
Pace,  Jan  Price,  and  Melissa  Richmond.  Queen  regent  in  ser- 

vice:  Holly  Benzenhafter.  Acteen  Ministerettes  leader  is  Bet-  NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)--The  Na-  vention  are  located  in  different  parts 
ty  Berry.  Acctenters  leaders  are  Emily  Benzenhafter  and  tional  Baptist  Convention,  U.S.A.  Inc.  of  the  country  although  the  official 
Elizabeth  Rhea.  Acteens  director  is  Mary  Martha  Berry.  (Photo  broke  ground  Jan.  24  for  a  headquarters  are  in  Jemison’s 
by  Marty  Kittrell,  Prentiss  Headlight)  multimillion  dollar  facility  adjacent  hometown  of  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

to  the  campus  of  American  Baptist  —  The  90,000  square  foot  budding  will 
Theological  Seminary  in  Nashville,  house  office  space,  conference  rooms, 
Tenn.  classrooms,  residential  spate  and  a 

National  Baptists  have  sponsored  500-seat  chapel  which  also  will  be  us- 
ABTS  jointly  with  the  Southern  Bap-  ed  by  ABTS.  Jemison  said  the  facili- 
tist  Convention  since  1924.  The  NBC,  ty  is  expected  to  be  completed 
Inc.,  is  the  largest  black  religious  sometime  in  1986. 
organization  in  the  world  with  30,000  Arthur  L.  Walker  Jr.,  executive 
daughter  and  critically  injured  churches  and  seven  million  members  director  of  the  SBC  Education  Corn- 

according  to  Cecilia  mission  and  head  of  the  Commission 
Adkins,  executive  director  of  the  Sun-  on  the  American  Baptist  Theologicai 
day  School  Publishing  Board  of  the  Seminary,  welcomed  Jemison  and 

National  Baptists  to  Nashville  follow  ¬ 
ing  the  groundbreaking  at  a  dedica¬ 
tion  service  for  ABTS's  new  Hall  of 
Fame.  The  Hall  of  Fame  will  honor 
building  to  be  constructed  by  the  outstanding  alumni  of  ABTS. 


The  Acteen  Ministerettes  and  the  Accentors  of  the  Prentiss 
Church  were  honored  in  an  Acteens  Studiact  Recognition  Ser¬ 
vice  Feb.  10.’  The  theme  was  “By  Love  Compelled.”  Six  girls 
had  completed  steps  for  queen,  six  for  queen  regent,  and  one 
for  queen  regent  in  service.  A  reception  followed  the  program 
Queens  were  Allyson  Carter,  Christy  Magee,  Amanda  Polk, 
Ellen  Smith,  Allison  Speights,  and  Stacy  Stamps.  Queens 


Missionaries  share  prayer  needs 


their  work,  personal  crisis,  lack  of  of  the  largest  public  hospitals  in  the  another  Ask  God  to  comfort  them  in  worldwide 

funds,  health  and  safety  are  few  of  the  nation.  Bailey  prays  for  a  Mission  Ser-  their  grief  and  pain. 

prayer  needs  of  home  missionaries,  vice  Corp  volunteer  to  assist  in  the  Ray  and  Lena  Viliamu,  mis  - 

Each  request  is  different,  as  each  multitude  of  responsibilities  there.  sionaries  to  American  Samoa,  were  NBC,  Inc.,  which  is  located  in 

missionary  is  different.  At  Herman  Hospital  in  Houston,  forced  to  change  locations  to  Hawaii  Nashville. 

77.  .  ,  _  -  ’  when  their  son  became  seriously  ill.  The  facility,  to  be  known  as  the 

This  diversity  of  need  is  particular-  Cfiaplain  Nancy  Ditsh  faces  family  p.  ^jj.  work  Samoa  can  be  World  Baptist  Center,  is  the  first 

ly  reflected  in  some  of  the  prayer  re-  strife,  child  abuse,  and  accident  and  conJnued  despite  this  setback  I  ‘  _ . _  “ 

quests  being  expressed  for  this  year’s  burn  victims  every  day.  This  work  is  in  Tucson,  Ariz.,  Robert  B.  Patter-  NBC,  Inc.,  since  1935  when  the 

March  3-9  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  physically  and  emotiona  y  son  wor)cs  toward  starting  a  new  work  publishing  board  headquarters  were 

Missions.  exhausting  called  Mt.  Lemmon  Highway  Mission,  built,  according  to  T.  L.  Jemison, 

Jerry  Fleming,  former  preacher  Hillside  Baptist  Center  in  Rich-  with  the  help  of  Southern  Baptist  president  of  the  NBC,  Inc. 

and  chaplain,  works  as  a  storekeeper  mond,  Va.,  is  located  in  a  community  prayers,  he  hopes  to  start  services  and  In  an  article  published  in  the  Na 

on  an  oil  rig  40  miles  off  the  New  where  many  forms  of  violence  can  be  Bible  fellowships  soon.  tional  Baptist  Voice,  the  convention’s 

Orleans  coast.  He  does  this  in  order  found,  including  murders  and  Finally,  pray  for  the  Annie  Arm-  news  organ,  Jemison  said  a  national 

to  share  Christ  with  his  fellow  workers  shootings.  Home  missionary  Jane  strong  Easter  Offering  goal  of  $30  headquarters  is  needed  because  the 

who  live  half  their  lives  without  Jackson  is  director  of  the  center.  Join  million.  In  1985,  the  Home  Mission  convention  has  grown  in  number  and 

benefit  of  clergy.  Still,  Fleming  feels  her  in  prayer  for  more  dedicated  Board  was  able  to  fund  176  priority  in  the  range  of  programs  and 

his  work  is  only  a  "drop  in  the  bucket,’’  volunteers  to  help  with  the  young  peo-  new  projects  totaling  $1,073,000,  but  ministries 

and  prays  for  a  full-time  chaplain  to  pie  there.  was  unable  to  fund  322  projects  total-  “We  must  bring  the  office  of  our 

work  with  these  men.  Pray  for  Manuel  Alonso,  state  ing  $2,230,000.  Sixty-nine  missionary  board^and  auxiliaries  together  in  one 

Pat  Bailey  is  another  missionary  language  program  director  for  New  positions  were  not  funded.  place.  This  will  allow  them  to  work 

overwhelmed  with  the  massiveness  of  York,  and  his  wife  Ivette.  A  fall  Carol  Garrett  writes  for  WMU.  more  effectively 

hwtasif  Raiw«.rvpsflsrhflnlainat  automobile  accident  killed  one  SBC.  said  Various  components  of  the  con- 


Leading  subsidy  book  publisher  seeks  manuscripts 
of  all  types  fiction,  non-fiction,  poetry,  scholarly 
and  luvenile  works,  etc  New  authors  welcomed 
Send  for  free,  illustrated  40-page  brochure  H  101 
Vantage  Press.  516  W  34  St  New  York,  N  Y  10001 


' 

4 

WT? 

t* 

|  — : 

1  m 

|  fl 

r  . 

PAGE.  12  BAPTIST  RECORD 


offers  olive  branch  Churchmen  to 

i  l  r  sine  at  two 

3r  breakfast  March  meetings 

*  WASHINGTON  (BP)— Declaring  arching  things  that  really  unite  us.”  The  Mississippi  Baptist  Singi 

*  that  “the  clerk  and  the  king  and  the  Reagan,  in  his  nine-minute  talk,  churchmen  will  be  singing  for  t 

*  communist  were  made  in  (God’s)  im-  praised  the  prayer  breakfast  move-  major  events  during  March. 

it  age,”  President  Reagan  told  an  annual  ment,  which  has  now  gone  beyond  the  First,  they  will  sing  for  t 
J  national  prayer  breakfast  “man  finds  U.S.  to  other  nations.  “In  some  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Mui 

*  liberation  only  when  he  binds  himself  most  troubled  parts  of  the  world,”  the  conference  at  Ttemple  Church,  H 

it  to  God  and  commits  himself  to  his  president  noted,  “political  figures  who  tiesburg,  on  March  7.  The  progn 
J  fellow  man.”  are  old  enemies  are  meeting  with  wijj  begin  at  7  p  m 

*  Speaking  to  a  capacity  crowd  of  each  other  in  a  spirit  of  peace  and  Second,  they  will  sing  for  t 

*  3,200  invited  guests  in  a  ballroom  of  brotherhood.”  He  said  he  wished  he  Evangelism  Conference  at  Fi 
J  the  hotel  where  four  years  ago  he  was  could  be  more  specific,  “but  it’s  work-  church,  Greenville,  on  March  11  at  I 
J  shot  by  would-be  assassin  John  W.  ing  precisely  because  it  is  private.”  afternoon  session. 

it  Hinckley  Jr.,  the  President  said:  He  recalled  the  movement  began  in  Tj,e  Mississippi  Baptist  Singi 

J  ‘There  are  such  diversities  in  the  1942  when  a  small  group  of  senators  churchmen  are  sponsored  by  I 

*  world,  such  terrible  and  passionate  and  members  of  the  House  began  to  church  Music  Department,  Mississ 

*  division  between  men,  but  prayer  and  meet  informally  to  share  personal  Baotist  Convention  Board  a 
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By  Janis  Whipple 

CRESTWOOD,  Ky.  (BP)  —  A  $50,000  anonymous  donation  in  midi 
December  has  allowed  a  Kentucky  church  to  extend  its  missions 
reach  and  expand  its  mission  giving. 

The  550-member  Ballardsville  Baptist  Church  in  Crestwood,  Ky., 
in  turn  voted  to  send  $25,000  to  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  world  hunger 
relief  fund  and  $5,000  to  Oneida  Baptist  Institute,  a  boarding  school, 
grades  6-12,  for  underprivileged  children  and  children  with  special 
disciplinary  and  learning  difficulties  (located  in  Oneida,  Ky.,  the 
school  is  an  institution  of  the  Kentucky  Baptist  Convention). 

Another  $5,000  will  help  cover  expenses  and  materials  for  the 
church’s  mission  project  in  Honduras,  Feb.  16-Mar.  3.  Seven  of  the 
last  eight  years  the  church  has  sent  laypersons  to  work  with  Leslie 
Keys,  missionary  to  Honduras,  especially  in  mission  construction  pro¬ 
jects.  This  year  six  church  members  will  build  a  home  for  a  national 
pastor. 

The  Detroit  Rescue  Mission,  where  a  former  church  member  is 
director,  received  $5,000. 

Paul  Justice,  former  pastor  of  the  church,  got  $2,500  to  help  his  work 
as  a  home  missionary  in  Washington  state,  pastoring  pioneer  Southern 
Baptist  churches. 

Jefferson  Street  Baptist  Chapel,  Louisville,  which  provides  Chris¬ 
tian  social  ministries  in  the  inner-city  through  such  programs  as 
emergency  financial  aid,  food,  clothing,  nutrition  and  crisis  counsel¬ 
ing,  also  got  $2,500  as  did  Ken  and  Beth  Perkins,  missionaries  to 
Malawi  with  whom  the  church  corresponds;  and  the  first  $2,500  went 
to  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  for  foreign  missions,  bring¬ 
ing  the  church’s  total  gifts  to  the  offering  to  $4,390. 

The  experience  has  been  “tremendous  for  the  church,”  related 
Wayne  Dozier,  pastor  of  the  church  since  December  1977.  ‘The  peo¬ 
ple  have  been  astonished,  surprised,  and  pleased.” 

“I  think  ( the  experience)  will  make  a  difference  in  our  attitude 
toward  future  giving,”  concluded  Dozier. 

Janis  Whipple  is  a  staff  writer  for  the  Western  Recorder,  newsjour- 
nal  of  the  Kentucky  Baptist  Convention. 


in  Mississippi 
president. 


Brotherhood  materials  will 
focus  on  practical  missions 


♦  By  Jack  Childs  Will  11UI1UI 

♦  TALLEDEGA,  Ala.  (BP)  —  During  will  support  a  revised  Brotherhood  retiring  PHStOF 

*  a  week  of  intense  planning  at  Shocco  children’s  and  youth  program  which  ®  " 

J  -  Springs  Baptist  Assembly,  32  state  will  include  Royal  Ambassadors  for  Liberty  Church,  Liberty,  will  honor 
J  Brotherhood  leaders  from  18  Baptist  boys  in  grades  1-9  and  High  School  Charles  Holifield  with  a  reception 

*  state  conventions  and  19  Brotherhood  Baptist  Young  Men  for  those  in  grades  Sunday  afternoon,  March  3,  from  2  un- 

til  4.  Holifield  is 
retiring  from  the 

IIS  pastorate  there. 
S£fecgjS|9H  Holifield  was  or- 
UK.  Fm  dained  by  Myrick 
iM  Church  in  1949 
and  served  as 
Pastor  Fel- 
i  lowship  Church, 

L  ( Jones) ;  Moun- 

Holifield  tain  Creek  (Rank- 
to  missions  learning  with  emphasis  on  in) ;  Myrick  (Jones) ;  Rawls  Springs 
practical  missions  involvement  for  (Lebanon);  Calvary  (Wayne);  First 
both  men  and  boys.  Baptist  Church,  (Scott);  Morgantown 

The  Brotherhood  enlargement  cam-  (Adams);  and  Liberty  (Mississippi 
paign  will  be  launched  early  in  1987,  Association). 

He  is  presently  serving  on 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
and  the  Committee  on  New  Work  Ex¬ 
pansion  of  the  convention. 

Holifield  has  served  Liberty  Church 
from  Nov.  5, 1974,  to  Feb.  28, 1985,  and 
Ambassadors  scheduled  August  4-7,  becomes  the  first  active  pastor  to 
1986,  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  retire  there.  He  and  Mrs.  Holifield 

Childs  writes  for  the  Brotherhood  have  purchased  a  home  and  will 
Commission.  reside  in  Liberty. 


£  Commission  staff  members  devel-  10-12. 

*  oped  a  dozen  new  Brotherhood  pro-  Support  materials  also  were 

*  duct  proposals,  outlined  an  enlarge-  developed  for  new  programs  for  Bap- 

*  ment  campaign,  made  plans  for  a  na-  tist  Young  Men,  Collegiate  Baptist 

*  tional  Royal  Ambassador  Congress,  Young  Men,  and  Senior  Baptist  Men 

discussed  ways  to  improve  Disaster  scheduled  for  1987-88  introduction.  Im- 
Relief  projects,  and  reviewed  Royal  proved  approaches  also  will  be 
Ambassador  Campcraft.  ,  presented  at  that  time  for  Baptist 

The  meeting  dealt  primarily  with  Men- 
curriculum,  leadership  publications, 
advancement  and  growth  materials, 
and  promotional  items  designed  to 
support  the  recommendations  of  a 
Brotherhood  long-range  study  com¬ 
mittee  approved  last  October. 

Known  as  the  Missions  Impact  2000  coordinated  with  the  introduction  of 
Committee,  the  long-range  study  new  materials  supporting  the  pro¬ 
panel  of  eight  state  Brotherhood  gram  changes, 
leaders  and  eight  Brotherhood  Com-  "Dare  to  Care”  was  approved  as  the 
mission  staff  members  recommend-  theme  for  the  national  Royal  Am- 


■jftg  O.  Wyndell  Jones,  native  son  of 

Mississippi,  was  listed  in  Who’s  Who 
H  in  Religion  in  America  for  1984.  Jones 
M  grew  up  in  Philadelphia  and  held  stu- 
dent  pastorates  in  Mississippi  during 
college  and  seminary  days  at  Mis- 
i  A  sissippi  College  and  New  Orleans 
A  Seminary. 

He  is  the  son  of  J.  O.  Jones  of  Union. 
He  and  his  wife,  Audie,  who  is  also  a 
PM  native  of  Mississippi,  reside  in 
iH  Montgomery,  Ala.,  where  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Board  staff 
Wf  of  the  Alabama  Baptist  State  Conven¬ 
tion.  Their  younger  daughter,  Karen, 
William  Carey  College  vice  president  js  listed  among  the  Outstanding 
Hugh  Dickens,  ight,  gives  a  farewell  young  Women  in  America  for  1984. 
nandshake  ,o  Randy  Rawls,  who  left  last  she  is  a  resident  of  Greenwich,  Conn., 
/eek  for  a  year  of  study  in  New  Zealand  and  employed  by  Continental  Can 
s  a  Rotary  Fellow.  Rawls,  who  graduated  Corporation, 
ast  August  from  Carey  with  bachelor’s 

degrees  in  biblical  studies  and  Bruce  Fields,  minister  of  activities 
psychology,  is  one  of  three  Rotary  Fellows  at  First  Church,  Biloxi,  has  been 
selected  from  Rotary  International’s  selected  by  the  Jaycees  as  the 
District  634  which  covers  Mississippi  and  Outstanding  Young  Religious  Leader 
Louisiana  Rawls,  a  member  of  38th  in  the  City  of  Biloxi. 

Avenue  Church,  Hattiesburg,  plans  to  „  .. 

become  a  medical  missionary  and  will  LOUK5V  LE,  .  enne 

enter  medical  school  when  he  returns  VVeathersby  of  Jac^on  has  been  nam- 
from  New  Zealand  ed  a  recipient  of  the  Clyde  T  Fran¬ 

cisco  Preaching  Scholarship  at 
Franklin  Denham  of  Meridian  join-  Southern  Seminary.  A  religion/ 
.id  35  other  presidents  of  Southwestern  English  major  at  Mississippi  College, 
Seminary’s  state  alumni  groups  for  a  Weathersby  plans  to  enter  Southern 
workshop  Feb.  7-8  in  Fort  Worth,  Tex  Seminary  this  fall.  The  son  of  Joel  and 
Denham  visited  the  campus  to  learn  Evelyn  Weathersby,  he  lists  Cherry 
how  to  maintain  alumni  contact  and  Grove  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in 
plan  for  the  state's  fall  alumni  gather-  Jackson  as  his  home  church, 
ing.  The  presidents  voted  to  double 
financial  support  of  the  seminary 
rrom  graduates  and  former  students. 

A  goal  of  $5  million  from  at  least  16 
percent  of  Southwestern’s  former 
students  was  set  for  Upward  90, 

Southwestern’s  development  plan  for 
1985  through  199Q. 


Coach:  “I’m  sorry,  Stan,  but  the 

y  team  and  I  will  have  to  let  you  go. 

7  )  /  You’re  failing  incredibly.” 

7  -  Stan:  “But,  coach,  I’m  not  even  tak- 

.  ing  incre(iibiy.” 

A  silly  idea  usually  can  find  a  home 
Mon.-Wed.  at  6:50  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Bill  in  a  mind  that  hasn’t  been  kept 
Baker,  pastor.  occupied. 


BIBLE  LANDS  CONFERENCE 
ON  PRAYER  FOR  SPIRITUAL 
AWAKENING 

Personally  escorted  by  Dr.  Bob  Hamblin 
and  Rev.  Glenn  Sheppard  ot  the 
Evangelism  Section  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

An  8-day  tour  of  Israel  with  optional  tours  to 
Cairo,  Athens  and  Petra.  Departs  June  18, 
1985. 

Dr.  Bill  Tanner,  President  of  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board,  will  direct  Bible  study. 

Give  yourself  or  someone  dear  a  Christian 
excursion  this  year I  Help  send  your  pastor  on 
the  "trip  of  a  lifetime." 

Contact  Bob  Hamblin  or  Glenn  Sheppard, 
1350  Spring  Street  NW,  Atlanta,  GA  30367-5601 
Phone:  404/873-4041  or  404M83-6603 


First  Church,  Clinton:  March  3-6; 
Joe  McKeever,  pastor,  First  Church, 
Columbus,  evangelist;  Sidney 
Buckley  of  Easley,  S.C.  Mississippi 
If  you  wish  to  reach  the  highest,  native  who  js  a  music  evangelisi  and 
begin  at  the  lowest. »-  Syrus  who  also  is  minister  of  music  at 

Washington  Avenue  Church,  Green- 
There  is  no  cosmetic  for  beauty  like  ville,  S.C. ,  guest  musician ;  services  on 
happiness.  —  Lady  Blessington  Sundayat8:30andlla.m.and7p.m.; 


Spiritual  Awakanmg 


Holds  “auto  clinics”  at  churches 

Seminary  student  merges  mechanics  and  ministry 

By  Michael  Duduit 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  While  people  in  the  community  this  church  day  and  took  him  for  the  ride  of  his  explained.  to  Dallas  Vincent,  pastor  of  Ormsby 

other  seminarians  find  their  ministry  wants  to  help.”  life.  He  never  flinched.  When  I  let  him  When  his  own  car  broke  down,  Ed-  Heights  Baptist  Church,  Louisville, 

outlets  in  pulpits  and  classrooms,  The  idea  started  when  Edwards  out,  he  asked  me,  ‘Brother,  are  you  wards  decided  his  father  might  let  where  Edwards  conducted  a  clinic  a 

Chuck  Edwards  has  found  his  under  helped  a  neighborhood  boy  repair  his  saved?’ Electricity  ran  through  me.  him  borrow  his  car  if  he  attended  a  year  ago  — 

the  hood  of  an  automobile.  car,  “and  I  saw  how  I  reached  him  I  told  him  yes,  but  the  answer  was  no.  local  Baptist  church  as  his  sister  had  Edwards  hopes  the  clinic  idea  will 

through  auto  mechanics.  He  learned  It  haunted  me.  I  couldn’t  fool  him  or  been  urging.  It  was  at  the  Service  Ed-  spread  “If  1  do  a  clinic  I  can  only 

Combining  a  commitment  to  i  was  wniing  to  get  my  hands  dirty  God.”  wards  committed  his  life  to  Christ,  touch  a  few.  But  if  I  share  the  concept 

evangelism  with  a  knack  for  with  him ..  recalls.  Later  Edwards  encountered  a  Sensing  a  call  to  preach,  Edwards  with  others,  a  lot  more  can  be  reach- 

mechanics,  Edwards,  a  third-year  stu-  since  age  nine,  Edwards  has  been  Methodist  minister  whose  car  was  be-  obtained  his  GED  certificate,  then  ed.  A  church  can  hire  a  good 

dent  Southern  Seminary  in  tinkering  with  cars  As  a  teenager  he  ing  repaired  at  a  shop  where  he  work-  graduated  from  Fruitland  Baptist  Bi  mechanic  for  a  day,”  he  explained 

Louisville,  Ky.,  has  begun  conducting  dropped  out  of  high  school  to  work  as  ed.  Because  of  the  delay  by  the  shop  ble  Institute  in  Hendersonville,  N.C..  The  seminarian  hopes  to  continue 

“Auto  Clinics  ”  in  area  churches.  a  mechanic.  Church  was  the  last  thing  owner  in  placing  an  order,  the  car  was  and  Furman  University  in  Greenville  his  clinics,  as  well  as  do  prison 

“People  bring  in  their  cars  and  I  on  his  mind,  but  two  incidents  —  each  held  up  for  six  weeks.  When  the  owner  S.C.,  before  entering  Southern  ministry,  when  he  finishes  at  Southern 

diagnose  them  and  instruct  volunteer  involving  cars  —  brought  him  to  a  new  finally  confessed  to  the  minister,  he  seminary.  in  May  because  I  want  to  try  in¬ 
laymen  an<3  owners  in  making  relationship  with  Christ.  simply  said,  “An  honest  confession  is  His  “Auto  Clinic”  ministry  is  seeing  novative  ways  to  reach  people  who  are 

repairs.  It  builds  friendships  and  “I  loved  to  hot  rod  and  zigzag  good  for  the  soul.”  “He  should  have  results.  It  has  proven  to  be  very  effec-  hostile  to  God  ” 

breaks  down  barriers  for  sharing  through  heavy  traffic,”  Edwards  been  angry.  What  peace,  I  thought,  tive  “as  an  outreach  and  evangelistic  Duduit  writes  lor  Southern 

Christ,”  Edwards  explains.  “It  shows  recalls.  “I  picked  up  a  hitchhiker  one  That  stayed  with  me,”  Edwards  tool  for  the  local  church,  according  Seminary. 
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Fling  retires  from 
HMB,  WML' 


Carl  Mclntire  school  loses 
licensing  battle  with  state 


jPMEB  BIRMINGHAM.  Aic  BP  Long 

11  ESEssSl  mis-mms  Ic.i.iei  1  l.-l.  ”  Flm^;  h.1 

":^fee  -  Kl  '  -etired  from  the  Home  Mission  Board 

-iWk  *  '  ''best  ;>t  two  wurlii 
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specific  task  was  to  help  state  WMU 

Pastor  gets  new  station  wagon;  •  ^?hliTafheK?SS'^ 
church  gets  new  name 

A  station  wagon  was  presented  to  James  Jeffreys  for  Pastor  Appreciation  Day  on  Based  in  Birmingham  Flings 
Feb.  10,  at  Second  Church,  Tupelo.  At  the  close  of  the  morning  service.  Billy  Langley  salary  and  travel  were  paid  by  the 
presented  the  keys  to  a  Chevrolet-Caprice  Station  Wagon  on  behalf  of  the  church  Home  Mission  Board  Her  work  was 
Jeffreys  has  been  pastor  of  Second  Baptist  for  eight  months  .  There  have  been  44  directed  by  WMU  and  supervised  by 
added  to  the  fellowship.  The  church  has  grown  in  all  areas  On  Sunday  night,  Feb  Weatherford  and  Wendell  Belew. 
24,  the  name  was  changed  from  Second  Baptist  to  Wildwood  Baptist,  reports  Talmadge  director  of  the  HMB  missions 
Smith,  music  director.  ministries  division 


By  Stan  Hastey 

WASHINGTON  ( BP)— A  small  New  state  specialist  William  Bentley  Ball, 
Jersey  school  founded  by  right-wing  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  argued  in  a  writ- 
radio  preacher  Carl  Mclntire  lost  its  ten  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  that 
final  bid  to  become  a  degree-granting  because  the  school  is  pervasively 
institution  when  the  U.S.  Supreme  religious  state  officials  have  no 
Court  let  stand  lower  rulings  jurisdiction  over  its  affairs.  He  asked 
upholding  state  officials’  right  to  the  justices  to  recognize  the  “irra- 
license  all  colleges  and  universities  tionality”  of  what  he  called  the  “forc- 
under  their  jurisdiction.  ed  destruction  of  this  institution.” 

Shelton  College,  of  Camp  May,  N.J.,  Ball  pointed  out  the  new  round  of 
failed  to  convince  the  high  court  the  court  proceedings  began  in  1979  when 
New  Jersey  State  Board  of  Higher  the  state  tried  to  shut  down  the  school 
Education  violated  its  free  exercise  of  altogether.  While  state  courts  agreed 
religion  by  first  reviewing,  then  the  state  must  allow  the  school  to  call 
canceling  the  school’s  ability  to  grant  itself  a  “college,”  advertise  itself  as 
B.  A.  degrees.  The  revocation  came  such,  recruit  students,  teach  its  entire 
after  the  state  agency  determined  the  curriculum,  and  award  credits  for  in¬ 
college  was  not  meeting  minimum  dividual  courses,  the  higher  education 
educational  standards.  panel  could  forbid  it  to  grant  bac- 

The  1965  actions  were  followed  by  a  calaureate  degrees, 
legal  challenge  but  the  New  Jersey  In  the  state’s  written  brief  asking 
Supreme  Court  ruled  unanimously  in  the  high  court  not  to  review  the  lower 


Shelton  College  dispute.  “the  issuance  of  a  bachelor’s  degree  -  / 

Following  that'  initial  legal  skir-  is  not  a  religious  function  or  practice”  A* 

mish,  the  college  relocated  to  Cape  and  the  state’s  laws  governing  colleges 

„ - .  ™-  — - - J  u - “ — - o„f”  o„  WELCOME  TO  THE  REAL 

WORLD,  by  Tim  Floyd;  Broadman 
Press,  1984;  151  pages;  paperback. 

$5.95.  — r 

Tim  Floyd  believes  that  most  Chris-  death.  —  Reviewed  by  Alan  Day, 
destroy”  the  state  legislature’s  intent  tians  do  not  think  “christianly”  about  pastor.  First  Church,  McComb 


Canaveral,  Fla.,  where  it  continued  to  have  no  “coercive  impact”  on  an  in¬ 
grant  degrees.  But  in  1979,  school  of-  stitution’s  practice  of  religion, 
ficials  decided  to  move  the  college  He  also  argued  “carving  out  a 
back  to  New  Jersey  and  a  new  round  religious  exception  to  the  State’s  licen- 
of  legal  challenges  began.  sure  requirements  would  effectively 

Over  the  past  five  years,  the  case  .  _  _  _ , _ 

has  been  the  subject  of  seven  separate  to  regulate  all  institutions  of  higher  y,e  physical  or  spiritual  worlds  of 

legal  proceedings,  in  each  of  which  education  in  New  Jersey.  reality.  Even  if  the  average  Christian 

the  school  has  lost  its  basic  contention  At  least  38  states  have  laws  requir-  has  managed  to  escape  the  pagan 
that  the  state  agency  is  forbidden  by  ing  some  form  of  licensure  of  degree-  lifestyle  of  his  non-Christian  counter-  Hightower,  Jr.,  Compiler ;  Broadman 

the  First  Amendment  religion  clauses  granting  colleges  and  universities.  parts,  nevertheless  he  usually  has  ac-  Press,  1984;  121  pages;  paperback, 

to  regulate  it.  ,  Hastey  writes  for  the  Washington  cepted  uncritically  the  viewpoint  and  $4.95. 

Shelton  College  attorney,  church-  bureau  of  Baptist  Press.  thought  structures  of  the  world 


Christian  doctrine  of  knowledge,  included  which  will  allow  the  pastor 
rights  versus  responsibility,  Christian  to  use  the  book  even  when  not 
response  to  hedonism,  spiritual  war-  preaching  from  Romans 
fare,  and  the  Christian’s  victory  over  Many  of  the  illustrations  are  per 

sonal  experiences  or  anecdotes  of  the 
various  authors.  Many  of  them  can  be 
used  just  as  they  are  Jthers  will 
ILLUSTRATING  PAUL’S  LETTER  *  serve  primarily  as  a  stimulus  to  assist 
TO  THE  ROMANS,  by  James  E.  the  speaker  in  remembering  incidents 

in  his  own  life  and  experience  which 
will  illustrate  the  passage  he  is  seek 
ifig  to  interpret  —  Reviewed  by  Alan 
Many  preachers  spend  more  time  Day,  pastor.  First  Church,  McComb 
around  him.  Thus  Christians  today  foraging  for  illustrations  than  they  do 
are  “culturally  captive”  and  prone  to  in  the  actual  preparation  of  a  ^ 
faddism  and  shallowness.  message.  Oftentimes  it  is  one  clear  il  Pews  pulpits  baptistnes  ] 

“The  underlying  illness  of  the  lustration  which  makes  a  message  -  stained  glass  carpet 

modern  church  is  false  perception.  In  memorable  to  the  listeners  The  _  -  •  steeples  chairs  ] 

other  words  . . .  most  Christians  seem  organization  of  this  book  is  simple  and  V  an  IDitl  kit  at^a,ngdoo% 

to  be  sleepwalking:  walking  amid  effective.  The  illustrations  are  listed  (Church 

reality  but  responding  to  an  illusioh^’  in  chronological  order  from  Romans  J  .  * 

1:1  to  Romans  16:27  *  JurntHhtnqjS  Sc 


Popps  Ferry  is  constituted 
moves  into  new  building 


Popps  Ferry  Church,  Biloxi,  has  recently  made  important  steps,  (pages  12-13) 
reports  Iterry  Cutrer,  pastor.  In  October  the  church  body  was  constituted,  and  Floyd  is  not  merely  an  iconoclast, 
in  December  the  church  moved  into  a  new  facility  housing  an  auditorium,  however.  Wherever  he  challenges  a 
as  well  as  Sunday  School  space.  falsehood  or  misconception  he  outers 

This  was  a  joint  effort  in  that  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  donated  a  Christian  option  in  its  place  In  10 
the  land  the  Gulf  Coast  Association  backed  the  building  loan;  and  First  stimulating  chapters  he  discusses  development.  Every  major  section 
Church  Gulfport  sponsored  the  church  while  it  was  a  mission.  such  relevant  subjects  as  what  it  though  not  every  verse  is  illustrated 

There  have  been  five  baptisms  since  the  church  moved  into  the  new  facili-  means  to  walk  by  faith,  how  a  Chris-  Each  illustration  lslisted  by  subject 
ty  as  well  as  a  marked  increase  in  attendance  tian  should  respond  to  suffering,  the  as  well  as  by  verse.  A  subject  index  is 


For  instance  the  first  illustration  is 
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Box  501,  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 
Design  — Construction  Management 


We  Remodel  A  Paint 
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For  Midwestern  .  .  . 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (BP)  -  A 
Florida  Baptist  church  has  establish¬ 
ed  a  $12,000  scholarship  fund  honoring 
an  original  trustee  of  Midwestern 
Seminary  here.  / 

Central  Church,  Miami,  has  financ¬ 
ed  the  Conrad  R.  Willard  Scholarship 
Fund,  recognizing  the  retirement  of 
Conrad  R.  Willard,  the  church’s 
pastor  from  1962  through  last 
December,  and  a  charter  Midwestern 
trustee. 

Earnings  from  the  fund  will  finance 
an  annual  $1,000  scholarship  for  a 
ministerial  student  at  Midwestern. 
Contributors  to  the  scholarship  plan 
to  increase  the  fund  to  $25,000  later. 

Ad  for  God’s  love 

COPPELL,  Tex.  (EP)--William  J. 
Murray,  son  of  atheist  Madalyn  Mur¬ 
ray  O’Hair,  ran  an  advertisement 
Christmas  day  in  the  Austin 
American  Statesman,  the  newspaper 
serving  the  town  where  the  American 
Atheists  have  their  national 
headquarters. 

The  advertisement,  titled  “A 
message  to  all  atheists”  said  “My 
message  to  each  of  you  this  Christmas 
is  that  God  is  alive  and  well,  and  he 
loves  you  and  wants  you  to  have  eter¬ 
nal  life.  I’ve  walked  in  your  shoes,  and 
I  can  tell  you  that  you  are  on  a  dead 
end  road,  leading  to  sadness,  emp¬ 
tiness,  and  an  unfulfilled  life.  I  found 
Jesus  Christ  to  be  very  much  alive  to¬ 
day  and  willing  to  forgive  my  sins  .  .  . 
Contact  me  and  I  will  reach  out  to  you 
in  the  same  love  Christ  has  reached 
out  to  me.” 

The  advertisement  also  announced 
Murray’s  plans  to  conduct  special  ser¬ 
vices  during  the  15th  Annual 
American  Atheists  Convention, 
scheduled  for  Austin  during  Easter  of 
1985 


Live-in  lovers’  law 

BERKELEY,  Calif.  (EP)  -  The 
Berkeley  City  Council  has  passed  a 
“live-in  lovers”  law  extending  health 
and  welfare  benefits  to  unmarried 
domestic  partners  of  city  employees. 
The  council  passed  the  law  on  an  8-0 
vote,  becoming  the  first  city  in  the  na¬ 
tion  to  approve  a  "domestic  partner¬ 
ship  ordinance.”  Unmarried  partners 
of  city  employees,  whether  homosex¬ 
ual  or  heterosexual,  will  now  qualify 
for  benefits  previously  reserved  for 
spouses  of  city  workers.  At  first  only 
dental  care  and  sick-leave  benefits 
will  be  extended  to  unmarried 
partners. 


175  converts 

DHAKA,  Bangladesh— “Last*  year 
we  had  a  total  of  175  converts  coming 
from  other  religions  such  as  Hindu 
and  Moslem.”  writes  Dennis  Dilip 
Datta,  general  secretary  of  the 
Bangladesh  Baptist  Fellowship. 

Datta  reports  that  the  Fellowship 
now  has  2,267  members  in  49  chur¬ 
ches.  In  addition  there  are  138 


Past,  present,  and  future 
celebrated  at  WMU  meeting 


preaching  stations  where  worship  ser¬ 
vices  are  held  regularly. 

The  Bangladesh  Baptist  Fellowship 
claims  a  total  Baptist  community  of 
amost  5,000,  including  children  and 
regular  visitors. 

Bangladesh  has  three  Baptist 
bodies  belonging  to  the  131  member 
conventions/unions  that  make  up  the 
Baptist  World  Alliance.  The  other  two 
unions  are  the  Bangladesh  Baptist 
Sangha  (190  churches  with  9,720 
members)  and  the  Garo  Baptist 
Union  (116  churches  with  9,000 
members). 

Abortion  foes 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)  -  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  told  more  than  71,000 
anti-abortion  protesters  that  “the 
momentum  is  with  us”  and  urged 
abortion  foes  to  “rededicate  ourselves 
to  ending  the  terrible  national  tragedy 
of  abortion.”  The  pro-lifers  gathered 
in  the  nation’s  capital  to  mark  the  12th 
anniversary  of  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  decision  legalizing  abortion. 

Reagan  said  “I  am  convinced 
that . . .  understanding  begins  with  a 
recognition  of  the  reality  of  life  before 
birth  and  a  recognition  of  the  reality 
of  death  by  abortion.”  Reagan  also 
condemned  violence  at  abortion 
clinics,  urging  “a  complete  rejection 
of  violence  as  a  means  of  settling  this 


Food  aid  to  Africa 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Private 
voluntary  organizations  in  America 
have  channeled  about  $60  million  in 
food  aid  to  Africa  within  the  last  three 
months.  But  the  magnitude  of  the 
African  famine  is  so  great  that 
without  additional  food  aid  an 
estimated  150  million  people  will  face 
hunger  and  starvation,  according  to 
testimony  given  before  the  House 
Foreign  Affairs  Committee. 

Legislation  co-sponsored  by  113  U.S. 
representatives  from  both  parties 
seeks  quick  delivery  of  about  1.4 
million  metric  tons  of  food  to  the  27 
nations  most  adversely  affected  by 
Africa’s  drought.  The  prolonged 
drought,  resulting  in  severe  food  shor¬ 
tages  compounded  by  problems  with 
food  distribution,  already  has  claim¬ 
ed  about  300,000  lives. 

W.  German  Baptists 

KAISERSLAUTERN,  West  Ger¬ 
many  —  Congregations  connected* 
with  the  German  Baptist  Union’s 
Home  Mission  in  West  Germany  have 
increased  from  19  to  71  during  the  past 
five  years,  according  to  Herbert 
Szepan,  one  of  the  Home  Mission 
secretaries. 

Pioneer  missionaries  have  increas¬ 
ed  from  five  to  27  during  the  same 
period. 

Southern  Baptists  are  now  sup¬ 
plementing  the  German  Baptists’ 
church  planting  efforts  with  two  mis¬ 
sionary  couples.  Allan  and  Jana 
Thompson  from  Ttexas  have  been 
working  in  Trier  since  December  1982 
and  Wayne  and  Pam  Jenkins  from 
Georgia,  in  lafiguage  study  in 
Luneburg,  will  be  stationed  in 
Regensburg. 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  - 
“Nothing  that  splits  us  is  as  important 
as  that  which  binds  us  together  in  our 
task  of  missions,”  national  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union  Executive  Director 
Carolyn  Weatherford  told  WMU  ex¬ 
ecutive  board  members  and  state  and 
national  WMU  staffs  recently. 

Weatherford’s  remarks  reflected  a 
tone  of  a  reaffirmation  and  celebra¬ 
tion  of  purpose  which  marked  the 
week  of  WMU  executive  board-related 
activities  held  at  the  new  national 
headquarters  building  in  Birm¬ 
ingham,  Ala. 

“In  our  past  and  our  present,  our 
very  existence  is  justified  by  our 
never  changing  purpose  of  missions,” 
Weatherford  said. 

About  600  special  guests  came  to 
the  new  Woman’s  Missionary  Union 
national  headquarters  building  for  of¬ 
ficial  dedication  ceremonies,  held 
during  the  executive  board  meeting. 

Lloyd  Elder,  BSSB  president, 
presented  WMU  eight  original  letters 
and  one  Christmas  card  from  Annie 
Armstrong  to  her  historic  BSSB 
counterpart,  J.  M.  Frost. 

‘This  correspondence  reveals  a 
woman  who  was  sometimes 
plainspoken,  but  who  also  was  guid¬ 
ed  by  a  singleminded  commitment  to 
the  cause  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
Southern  Baptists,”  Elder  said.  Elder 
said  the  gift  was  given  to  honor  pre¬ 
sent  WMU  Executive  Director 
Carolyn  Weatherford. 

The  1986-87  WMU  plan  of  work  for 
churches  and  associations  was 
reviewed,  evaluated,  and  approved  by 
the  executive  board  and  state  WMU 
staff's  The  general  theme  for  the 
year’s  activities  and  curriculum  will 
be  “Gifted  to  serve  —  Called  to  Act.” 

The  WMU  executive  board  voted  to 
expand  publications  and  services  to 
previously  unreached  consumer 
groups.  These  new  publications  and 
services  could  include  such  items  as 
bookmarks,  flags  of  states,  interna¬ 
tional  dolls,  a  WMU  cookbook  and 
missions  trivia  questions  kit. 

Every  new  product  and  service  will 
be  closely  tied  to  WMU’s  purpose  of 
missions  education.  Production  of 
some  new  items  will  begin 
immediately. 


By  Carol  Sisson  Garrett 

Associate  Executive  Director 
Catherine  Allen  explained  a  computer 
problem  which  had  caused  several 
months  of  WMU  magazine  subscrip¬ 
tions  to  be  late  or  lost.  Allen  urged 
WMU  leaders  to  direct  churches  with 
subscription  problems  to  write  WMU. 

Marti  Solomon,  WMU  Acteens  con¬ 
sultant,  announced  the  1985  National 
Acteens  Advisory  Panel.  The  panelists 
are  Lisa  Baugh,  Mt.  Hermon,  La.; 
Mae  Choa,  Newhall,  Calif.;  Carol 
Coon,  Carnegie,  Okla.;  Hannah 
Holtzclaw,  Pineville,  Ky. ;  Bonnie 
Hughes,  Clinotn,  Tenn.,  and  Denise 
Jacobson,  Houston,  Tex. 

The  panelists  will  serve  as  pages  at 
the  WMU  annual  meeting  June  9-10  in 


Dallas,  and  at  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  which  immediately 
follows.  • 

The  WMU  Centennial  Committee 
announced  plans  for  the  1988  celebra¬ 
tion  of  100  years  of  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  organization. 

Richmond  was  named  as  the  site  of 
anniversary  celebrations.  WMU  was 
founded  at  Richmond’s  Broad  Street 
Methodist  Church  on  May  14,  1888. 

The  executive  board  also  voted  to 
establish  a  Second  Century  Fund  to 
help  provide  good,  well  trained  WMU 
leadership  where  needed. 

Garrett  writes  for  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union. 


Singing  Churchmen  retreat  will 
feature  Frank  Stovall  as  guest 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Singing  Churchmen  will  hold  their  annual  retreat 
March  8  and  9  at  Paul  B.  Johnson  State  Park,  south  of  Hattiesburg.  Registra¬ 
tion  will  begin  at  5  p.m.  on  the  8th,  with  supper  at  6.  The  purpose  of  the  retreat 
is  for  spiritual  and  musical  enrichment  and  fellowship. 

“Singing  Churchmen”  is  made  up  of  ministers  of  music  and  church  musi¬ 
cians  in  colleges  and  universities  of  the  state. 

Frank  Stovall,  head  of  the  music  department  at  Mississippi  College,  and 
formerly  head  of  the  voice  department  at  Southwestern  Seminary,  will  be 
special  guest  for  the  retreat. 

Reservations  for  the  retreat  should  be  made  with  Lee  Gordon  of  Van  Winkle 
Church,  Jackson,  by  March  4.  “If  you  are  not  already  a  member  of  the  Sing¬ 
ing  Churchmen,  this  would  be  a  great  opportunity  to  become  involved  in  this 
organization,”  states  Gordon. 

The  retreat  will  conclude  with  lunch  on  the  9th.  ♦ 


BSSB  buys  new 
computer  system 

NASHVILLE,  Tsnn.  (BP)  -  The 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  has  announced  plans  for  a  com¬ 
puterized  text  management  system 
for  editorial  and  art  design  production 
of  its  150  periodicals. 

The  system,  to  be  installed  in 
phases  over  an  estimated  three-year 
period,  has  been  purchased  from 
Atex,  Inc.,  a  Kodak  company. 


Garaywa  reservations 
made  through  the  mail 


Garaywa  summer  camp  informa¬ 
tion  and  registration  forms  will  J)e 
mailed  to  all  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  directors  within  a  week,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  state  WMU  Department. 
No  registration  will  be  accepted 
before  April  1,  and  all  must  be  made 
through  the  mail  —  no  telephone 
reservations  accepted. 

Cost  for  full  week :  $55  per  camper  ; 
$30  for  mini-week.  The  entire  camper 
fee  is  due  with  the  registration  form. 
Check ‘  or  money  order  should  be 
made  payable  to  WMU  Department. 

Refund  Policy: 

14  days  or  more  before  camper 
week  —  $55  ($30  for  mini-week) 

13  days  to  eight  days  before  camper 
week  —  $45  ($25  for  mini-week) 


7  days  or  less  before  camper  week 
—  $35  ($20  for  mini-week) 

Cabin  assignments  will  be  made  on 
Monday  of  each  week  between  10-12 
a.m.  Camper  weeks  conclude  Friday 
at  12:30  p.m.  Mini-week  ends  on 
Wednesday,  12:30  p.m. 

Schedule  for  summer  eamp: 

GA 

June  3-7  ^ 

June  10-14 
June  17-21 
June  24-28 
July  1-3  (mini-week) 

July  8-12 
July  15-19 
July  22-26 
Acteens 

July  29-August  2 


GROUPS  OF  12  OR  MORE: 
Famous  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY 
package  includes  $7.50  tickets, 
lodging,  swimming,  and  meals  at 
Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort; 
Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas  for  just 
$20  each!  Call  501/253-8418  today! 

CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 

REES  DESIGNS:  T-shirts,  caps, 
jackets.  Choir  tours  -  groups  - 
athletics;  Custom  artwork;  Box 
201,  Clinton,  MS  39056  (601) 
922-0109. 

CHURCH  CONTRACTORS  — 
For  complete  design,  construction, 
renovations,  additions,  call  or 
write  Roxco,  Ltd.,  Box  64,  Bran¬ 
don.  MS  39042,  (601)  825-4193. 

FOR  SALE:  Heavy  industrial 
metal  SHELVING:  2  two  wheel 
HAND  TRUCKS:  1  NCR  CASH 
REGISTER  with  paper.  Call 
manager.  Baptist  Book  Store, 
Jackson,  (601)  354-3417. 

FOR  SALE:  1972  CHEVROLET 
C60  BUS.  Good  condition  $4,000.00. 
(601)789-5326.  Mt.  Pleasant  Baptist 
Church,  c/o  Thomas  Sanders,  Rt. 
2,  Box  108,  Raleigh,  MS  39153. 


Mrs.  Kate  Williams 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  W  P.  McWilliams,  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Louie  B.  Nichols 


Our  Jackson  Campus 
was  a 

winter  wonderland 
recently 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 


FROM 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  D.  Woodward 


ftaptiit  CkiUr 


Mr.  k  Mrs.  Steven  H.  Stubbs 
Mother  of  Mrs.  Melvin  Williams 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Oliver  N.  King 
Mrs.  Earline  Wiman 

Miss  Lee  Wiman 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Buie  Windham 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Thomas  Walters 
Mr.  Odell  Winstead 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Vera  Wray 
Mr  &  Mrs  C.  D.  Pollan 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Joseph  W.  Cobb 
Mr.  Bern  E.  Wright 
Mr  A  Mrs.  James  Baker 
Judge  Francis  Zachary 
Mr.  Lester  Clark,  Jr. 


P.  O.  Box  11308 


Jackson,  MS  39213 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 
December  26  —  January  25 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopeful¬ 
ly  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Gifts 

Of  Honor 


Rev.  &  Mrs.  W.  B.  Abel 
l  Mr  &  Mrs  T.  M  Milling 
Miss  Joel  Ballard 
Senior  Ladies  Class.  Shaw 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Chandler 
Mr  A  Mrs  Donnie  L  Bennett 
Mrs.  Mattie  Dees 
Alathean  Sunday  School,  Collins 
Mr.  Millard  Frazier 
Mr  &  Mrs  Donnie  L.  Bennett 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Joel  Hardee  A  Family 
'  Mrs.  Lisa  Robertson 
Dr.  k  Mrs.  K.  J.  Davis 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  J.  E.  Hargrove 
Margaret  V.  Shields 
Teachers  of  Megan  Hitt 
Mr  &  Mrs.  James  E.  Hitt 
Mr.  Dalton  Johnson 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Donnie  L.  Bennelt 
Mr.  Amos  D.  Lipham 
Mrs.  Nell  R  Lipham 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Little 
Senior  Ladies  Class.  Shaw 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Matthews 
Mrs.  Ray  Purnell 
Mr.  C.  E.  Mc.Alexander 
Mr  k  Mrs  H  F  Crawley 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Moody 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donnie  L.  Bennett 
Brother  &  Mrs.  Frank  Nix 
Mr  A  Mrs  Donnie  L.‘  Bennelt 
Mr.  I.  J.  Oates 
Mr.  4  Mr*.  Gordon  Dates 
Mrs.  Mae  Robertson 
Alathean  Sunday  School.  Collins 
Mrs.  Abbie  Thomas 


(Continued  from  Feb.  7) 

Mrs.  Helen  Sinclair 
Edith  M.  Aldridge 


Mrs.  Carrie  Swayzie  Trilick 
C.  W.  Makamson 


Mr.  William  &  Parker 

Truth  Seekers  Sunday  School. 
Grenada 


Mother  of  Mrs.  Truitt 
Mrs.  Kathryn  EUison 
Krissie  Vaughan 
North  Batesville  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Floyd  (Erahl  Waits 
Mrs.  C.  F.  Hollingsworth 
Mr.  J.  F.  Waits 
Mrs.  Russell  Bush,  Jr. 

Mr.  Ras  Walker 
First  Baptist  Church.  Magee 
Mr.  Robert  Walker 
Mrs.  Edward  C.  Bingham 
Mr.  Dan  Waltman 
Dr  k  Mrs.  W.  Robert  BatUe 
Miss  Anne  Warden 
Miss  Nellie  Ford  Smith 
Mrs.  Mellie  Ware 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  H.  E.  Bishop 
Ms.  Mary  Alice  Willis 
Everelt  Watters 
Don  V.  Schilling 
Mr.  Mancil  Wells.  Jr. 

'  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  H.  Murray 
Dr.  Thurston  Whitaker 
Mrs.  B.  J.  Roberson  A  Jessye 
Mrs  Sam  A.  Peeples 
Mrs.  Gertrude  Whitten 
Mr  A  Mrs  Boyce  Beardain 
Mr.  L.  b.  Wigham 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Miller  Reid 


Rosalie  Sizemore 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  T.  J.  Staten 


Louise  Skelton 


Mrs.  Rogers  Parker 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  T.  Keeton,  Jr. 

Dr.  Gerald  R.  Pascal 


Mr.  George  Slocum 
Mrs.  Norman  Trotter 
Mrs.  W.  D.  Woods 
Mr.  Edgar  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ralph  Carroll 
Mrs.  Howard  C.  Smith 
Mrs.  Elry  B.  Hill 
John  Pascal  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  C.  Polk 
Mrs.  Lorene  Smith 
Brookhaven  Funeral  Home 
Lynn  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hilton  Ray 
Mrs.  Mary  Alice  Smith 
Mrs.  W.  O.  Yeates 
Mr.  Willard  Smith 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tony  D.  James 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Smith,  Sr. 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  William  H.  Cole 
Mary  Ann  Speed 
Johnny  &  Janice  Tynes  A  Lee 
L.  N.  Spence 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Smith 
Aunt  of  Mrs.  J.  B.  Stewart 
Mr  A  Mrs.  J.  B.  Stewart 
Mr.  Harold  Kay  Stewart 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Johnnie  R  Dear 
Mr.  E.  K.  Straw  bridge 
Mrs.  Thomas  Fite  Paine 
Mr.  Loyde  Strayer 
Rev.  A  Mrs  John  A  Wade 
}  Doyle  D.  Stroup 
**  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Norris  King 
Mr.  Paul  Stump 
Claudine  Davis 
Sue  Reynolds 

Mrs.  H.  B.  (Eleanor)  Thnkersley 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Justin  Lamar  C6x 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  C.  Stennett 
Mr.  Roy  H.  Tarver 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  V.  C.  Mullins 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dorphus  Wilson 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Maxwell  Breithaupt 
20th  Star  Chapter  DAR 
Danny  &  Mary  Jane  O’Beirne  A 
Children 

John  A  Gina  Ball 
Mrs.  Jean  Terry  Taylor 
Miss  Carol  Brumby 
Miss  Aulena  Terrell 
Mr  A  Mrs  David  N.  Legge 
Mr.  lee  Terrell 
Mr  &  Mjs  W  J  Simons 
Mr.  Milton  Terry 
Mr  k  Mrs  Fred  Blackledge 
Sidney  Terry 
Dr  A  Mrs  W.  A.  Hull 
Virginia  Campbell  Terry 
Brigadere  General  k  Mrs  Robert 
C.  Cassibry 
Wiley  Mildred  Tharp 
Mr  A  Mrs.  William  1  Peacock 
Mrs.  Katherine  Therrell 
Mr.  &  Mrs  W.  J.  Simmons 
Bernie  Theunissen 
Mr  k  Mrs.  Curtis  Woods 
Barney  Thomas 
Mr  &  Mrs.  B.  G.  Netterville 
Mrs.  Edna  Thompson 
Shirley.  &  Jim  Pierce 
Mrs.  Percy  Barnett 
Mr  &  Mrs  Don  Wilkerson 


Steele  k  Bob  Hardeman 


Dr.  Gerald  Ross  Pascal 
Mr.  R.  T.  Hardeman 
William  Franklin  Payne 
Mrs.  Delores  Belhumeur 
Mrs.  Lutie  Black 
Josh  Peck 
Jessie  Peck  Mayo 
Ruth  Peck 
Jessie  Peck  Mayo 
Sidney  Perry 
Mrs  W.  B  Fletcher,  Sr 
Mr.  Joe  H.  Phillips 
Mrs.  Earline  Keith 
Lute  Phillips 

Mr.  A  Mrs  John  T.  McArthur.  Jr. 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Dulcing  Pickard.  Sr. 

Annie  May,  Paul  Jr.  &  Ann  Gay 
Robert  Pickering 
Mr.  k  Mrs  R.  M.  Grantham 
Mr.  Edward  E.  -Pirtle 
Mr.  &  Mrs  Ralph  Carroll 
Mrs.  Barbara  Pittman 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Tfevis  L.  Shultz 
Mrs.  Margaret  Ptumlee 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  O.  Hardy 
Edna  Polk  * 

Bethel  Baptist  Church  WML' 

Mr.  J.  D.  Quinn 

Mr  &  Mrs.  Guy  Branscome,  Sr. 
Mr.  Charles  L.  Rankin 
Mr  &  Mrs  William  R  Hicks 
Mrs.  James  L.  Hicks.  Jr. 

John  Henry  Reed 
Mrs  V.  V  Hester 
Mr.  Clay  Richardson 
Mrs.  C.  D  Watts 
Dub  &  Daisy  Thompson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  A.  Thomas 
Mrs  K  G  Rush 
Lois  Riggs 
Mildred  E.  Coleman 
Hazel  Mays 

Benjamin  Harold  Rimes 
Dr  &  Mrs  T.  L.  C  Allen 

Mr.  Jimmy  Riser  - 

Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  William  H.  Risher 
Mr  k  Mrs  James  T.  Ballard 
Mr.  lake  Roberson 
Mrs  B  J  Roberson  A  Jessye 
Mrs.  Nellie  Roberts 
Mr  A  Mrs  W  D  Stuart 
Mr.  Douglas  C.  Rogers 
Mr  J.  V.  Parker.  Jr 

Bobby  Rase  ^  _ _ 

Mr  AMrs  Sam  T.  Carter 
Rev.  Bill  Salt 
'  Bethel  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Edna  Mae  Sanders 
Ruth  Sunday  School,  Marks 
Miss  Mary  Lee  Sessums 
Zell  Thompson  * 

Mr.  James  Sharp 
Mrs  Dollie  Lanier 
Mrs.  Climon  C.  Shields 
Mrs  Ray  Shields 
Mr  A  Mrs  John  D.  Davis.  Ill 


Finding  shelter  under  the  pavilion  was  important 


Bertha  Wiliams 
Ralph  A  Sarah  Williams 
Brown  Williams 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Louie  B  Nichols 
Mrs.  Brown  (Kate)  Williams 
Miss  Clara  Watson 
Mrs  J.  B.  Watson 


Alathean  Sunday  School.  Collins 
Mr.  Charles  Turner 
Ready  Sunday  School.  Ellisville 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  C.  Wade 
Miss  Loraine  Norman 
Mrs.  Susan  C.  Wilson 
Mr  A  Mrs.  J  W  Scott 


Thank  You, 

Mr.  Bill  Bryan 
and 

Bryan  Tours,  Inc. 
for 

a  fantastic  weekend 


It  didn't  take  much  energy  to  enjoy  a  slippery  slide 


Mrs.  Nancy  Shows 


Mr  A  Mrs,  Herbert  Counselman  Mr.  Kirby  Thompson 


Mrs.  R.  C.  Upton  , 

Mrs.  Mary  Thorton 
Mr  A  Mrs  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
Robert  Stamp  Threatt 
Mr  A  Mrs  F  I  Lackey.  Sr 
Mr  A  Mrs  Flynt  C  Hobgood 
Mrs.  Mable  Tindale 
Mr  A  Mrs  L.  B  Loyd 


Earl  Shurden 

Mr  A  Mrs  J.  Wayne  Jones 
Mr.  Otis  H.  Sikes 
Mr  A  Mrs  Darrell  Dickens 
Norman  Clifton  Simmons 
Mr.  Clyde  E  Simmons 
Ruben  Sims 


Forty-eight  young  people  and  staff  members  from  The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
were  treated  to  a  trip  to  Mobile  Feb.  16  and  17  by  Mr.  Bill  Bryan  of  Bryan  Tours, 
Inc.  in  cooperation  with  American  Airlines.  For  moist  this  was  a  trip  of  a  lifetime. 
Mr.  Paul  N.  Nunnery,  executive  director  of  The  Village,  said  ‘this  is  just  another 
example  of  contributions  made  to  dependent  children  by  unsolicited  benefac¬ 
tors.’’  i 


All  needed  steady  hands  and  feet 


Mr  A  Mrs.  Gordon  Holloway 


•  Bible  Book:  Jesus’  preparation  .  .  . 

•  Life  and  Work:  Grateful  response 

•  Uniform:  Relationships  in  the  new  life 


Relationships  in  the  new  life 


This  week’s  lesson  begins  a  three- 
session  unit  on  the  topic,  “Words  of 
New  Life,”  based  on  John  13-17.  The 
first  of  these  three  lessons  deals  with 
relationships  in  the  new  life  which 
Jesus  provides. 

When  one  becomes  a  follower  of 
Jesus,  a  new  relationship  is  establish¬ 
ed.  The  new  birth  experience  brings 
one  into  the  family  of  God.  God  is  his 
father  and  Jesus  is  his  elder  brother. 
All  other  believers  become  his 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ,  and 
constitute  the  body  of  Christ. 

The  relationship  of  the  believer  to 
Christ  is  closely  akin  to  that  which  ex¬ 
isted  between  Jesus  and  his  disciples. 
The  passage  for  this  lesson  focuses 
upon  these  phases  of  that  relationship. 
1.  A  relationship  of Jiu  utility  (13:1-17) 

The  night  before  Jesus'  crucifixion 
was  one  of  the  most  memorable  times 
in  the  life  of  the  disciples.  They  had 
gone  with  Jesus  to  the  Upper  Room 
for  the  observance  of  the  Passover 
Feast.  Earlier  in  the  evening  the 
disciples  argued  among  themselves 
as  to  who  would  be  greatest  in  the 
kingdom  of  God.  Their  selfish  rivalry 
was  so  paramount  that  they  neglected 
the  common  courtesy  of  washing  each 
other’s  feet. 

Following  the  supper,  Jesus  arose 
from  the  table,  laid  aside  his  gar- 
ments.  took  a  towel,  and  girded 
himself.  He  poured  water  into  a  basin 
and  performed  the  menial  task  of 


,  '  ,  -  *  ' 

Time  was  coming  very  near  the  end 
for  Jesus.  The  very  fact  that  he  had 
come  to  Jerusalem  for  the  Passover 
was  an  act  of  great  courage,  because 
the  authorities  had  made  him  in  effect 
an  outlaw.  The  crowds  that  came  to 
the  Passover  were  so  large  that  they 
could  not  all  find  a  place  to  stay  in  the 
city  of  Jerusalem  itself,  and  Bethany 
was  one  of  the  places  which  the  law 
laid  down  as  a  place  for  the  overflow 
of  the  pilgrims  to  stay. 

On  Tuesday  night  Jesus  was  the 
guest  of  honor  at  a  dinner  at  Bethany. 
If  we  had  only  John’s  account,  we 
might  assume  that  it  was  held  in  the 
home  of  Martha.  However,  he  paral¬ 
lels  Matthew  and  Mark  who  tell  us 
that  the  host  was  “Simon  the  leper.” 
Nothing  more  is  known  about  him ;  he 
may  have  been  healed  of  his  leprosy 
through  the  ministry  of  Jesus.  This  is 
the  only  person,  other  than  Jesus,  that 
they  name.  By  contrast,  while  omit¬ 
ting  the  name  of  the  host,  John  gives 
the  names  of  the  other  principal 
characters  involved  in  the  event:  Mar¬ 
tha,  Lazarus,  Mary,  and  Judas.  It  may 
have  been  an  occasion  in  which  four 
devoted  friends  expressed  their 
gratitude  for  Jesus’  ministry  of  mer¬ 
cy.  Lazarus  was  a  noted  guest,  reclin¬ 
ing  at  the  table  with  Jesus  (v.  2).  Mar¬ 
tha  helped  to  serve,  which  was  her 
true  character.  Mary  sought  a  way  to 
express  the  gratitude  and  devotion  of 


By  W.  Levon  Moore 
John  13:1-8.  12-17,  34-35 

Y 

washing  the  feet  of  his  disciples.  The 
Lord  of  Life  laid  aside  his  superior 
role  for  a  time  and  adopted  the  role 
of  a  servant.  This  act  was  symbolic 
of  the  self-emptying  which  our  Lord 
demonstrated  when  he  laid  aside  his 
glory  and  came  to  this  earth  as  a 
human  being.  The  incarnation  is  the 
world’s  greatest  example  of  humili¬ 
ty  (Phil.  2:5-11). 

When  he  had  washed  their  feet,  he 
placed  his  garment  back  in  position, 
sat  down  again  and  asked  them  the 
question,  “Know  ye  what  I  have  done 
to  you?”  He  explained  and  reinforced 
this  dramatic  object  lesson  by 
saying,  “Ye  call  me  Master  and 
Lord:  and  ye  say  well;  for  so  I  am.” 
Then  he  declared,  “If  I  then,  your 
Lord  and  Master,  have  washed  your 
feet;  ye  also  ought  to  wash  One 
another’s  feet.  For  I  have  given  you  an 
example,  that  ye  should  do  as  I  have 
done  to  you”  (v.  15).  He  reminded 
them  that  the  servant  is  not  greater  ' 
than  his  Lord.  • 

This  entire  experience  of  washing 
the  disciples’  feet  was  to  reinforce  the 
fact  that  in  the  newly  established  rela¬ 
tionship  their  lives  should  be 
characterized  by  their  humility. 

IL-  A  relationship  of  loyalty  ( 13 : 18-30 ) 
Even  in  the  group  of  Jesus’  chosen 
disciples,  there  was  a  traitor.  This 
greatly  troubled  the  heart  and  soul  of 
the  Master.  The  disciples  were  shock¬ 
ed  when  Jesus  said,  “Verily,  verily,  I 


say  unto  you,  that  one  of  you  shall 
betray  me”  (v.  21).  When  the  disciples 
inquired  as  to  the  identity  of  the 
betrayer,  Jesus  answered,  “He  it  is,  to 
whom  I  shall  give  a  sop,  when  I  have 
dipped  it.  When  he  had  dipped  the  sop 
he  gave  it  to  Judas  Iscariot,  the  son 
of  Simon”  (v.  26).  One  of  the  most 
tragic  moments  of  Jesus’  earthly 
ministry  was  when  Judas  received  the 
sop  and  went  out  into  the  night. 

Judas  was  the  first  in  a  long  line  of 
persons  who  would  become  disloyal  to 
Jesus.  Even  today  there  are  millions 
who  bear  his  name  and  profess  to  be 
his  followers.  However,  in  reality  they 
deny  him  by  their  actions  and  by  their  • 
words.  The  new  life  which  Jesus  gives 
should  be  characterized  by  a  relation¬ 
ship  of  genuine  loyalty  to  the  Saviour 
and  to  his  cause. 

III.  A  relationship  of  love  (13:31-35) 

Following  the  betrayal  of  our  Lord 
by  Judas.  Jesus  said,  “Now  is  the  Son 
of  man  glorified,  and  God  is  glorified 
in  him”  (13:32). 

These  words  meant  that  through  the 
acts  of  crucifixion,  resurrection,  and 
ascension,  Jesus  would  be  revealed  in 
his  true  nature  as  the  divine  Son  of 
God  and  the  only  Saviour  of  mankind 
from  his  sins. 

Are  our  relationships  in  the  family 
of  God  characterized  by  humility, 
loyalty,  and  love? 

Moore  is  director  of  missions,  At¬ 
tala  Association. 


Grateful  response 


her  heart  to  Jesus.  It 
thin£  for  these  friends  to  do.  The 
religious  authorities  had  ordered  that 
anyone  who  knew  where  Jesus  was 
should  report  it  in  order  that  they 
might  seize  him  and  kill  him  (11:57). 

Mary  interrupts  the  meal  by 
anointing  the  feet  of  Jesus.  For  oint¬ 
ment  she  used  “spikenard,”  or  “nard.” 
Literally,  it  was  oil  of  nard,  fragrant 
oil  which  comes  from  an  East  Indian 
plant.  It  is  described  as  “very  costly,” 
or  precious.  Nard  was  considered  to 
be  a  gift  fit  for  a  king.  Evidently  it  was 
a  precious  possession  of  Mary,  which 
means  that  her  act  was  one  of  great 
love  Beyond  the  lavishness  of  her  gift, 
she  ignored  social  custom  by  loosing 
her  hair  publicly  and  using  it  to  wipe 
his  feet.  In  Mark  14:3  an  unnamed 
woman  poured  this  same  pure  nard  on 
Jesus’  head,  which  was  the  customary 
way  to  anoint  a  king,  but  did  not  use 
her  hair.  Again  in  Luke  7:38  a  sinful 
woman  used  her  hair  to  wipe  away 
tears  that  had  fallen  on  Jesus'  feet  so 
that  she  could  anoint  them  with  oint¬ 
ment.  But  it  was  unthinkable  for  a 


By  James  F.  Yates 
John  12:1-8 

was  a  brave  ed  his  complaint :  “Why  was  this  oint¬ 
ment  not  sold  for  300  denarii,  and 
given  to  the  poor  people?”  (v.  5).  The 
denarius  was  a  silver  piece  equivalent 
to  a  day’s  wage,  so  this  was  equal  to 
a  year  J  earnings  for  a  working  man. 
John  gives  the  reason  for  Judas’  com¬ 
plaint.  He  was  the  treasurer  of  the 
group;  he  carried  the  money  box  for 
the  group's  supplies;  he  was  a  thief 
who  stole  from  the  group  funds  to  sup¬ 
ply  his  personal  needs  (v.  6).  John  also 
indicated,  parenthetically,  that  Judas 
had  no  concern  for  the  poor  (v.  6a). 

Jesus  rebuked  Judas.  He  gave  those 
who  were  present  another  way  of  look¬ 
ing  at  the  situation.  First,  he  said, 
“Let  her  alone”  The  remainder  oL 
verse  7  is  given  to  various  renderings. 
Perhaps  the  translation  offered  by 
Ray  Summers  is  more  nearly  correct : 
“Leave  her  alone  in  order  that  she 
may  keep  it  for  the  preparation  for  my 
burial.”  This  sounds  as  if  she  had  been 
interrupted  in  her  anointing  him,  and 
Jesus  was  suggesting  that  she  neither 
sell  it  nor  anoint  him  now,  but  that  she 
keep  it  to  anoint  his  body  at  his  death. 


Jewish  woman  of  Mary’s  reputation  to  -  However,  if  the  events  are  the  same, 


anoint  someone  by  applying  pure  nard 
to  the  humblest  part  of  his  body,  his 
unshod  feet,  and  then  wipe  off  the  per¬ 
fume  with  the  most  “glorious”  part  of 
her  body,  her  unbound  hair  (I  Cor. 
11:15). 

It  was  at  this  point  that  Judas  voic- 


both  Mark  and  Matthew  have  a  very 
graphic  picture  of  her  breaking  the 
fragile  container  and  “pouring”  its 
contents  over  Jesus’  head.  That  sug¬ 
gests  that  she  had  none  left  to  keep  for 
any  kind  of  future  use.  In  the  Mark 
and  Matthew,  accounts,  Jesus  stated 


Jesus’-  preparation 
of  his  disciples 


By  Bill  R.  Baker 
Luke  9:1-50 


Jesus  has  now  come  to  the  place  in 
his  relationship  to  the  disciples,  that 
he  must  prepare  them  for  all  that  lies 
ahead.  This  preparation  calls  for  in¬ 
struction  regarding  a  new  economy, 
a  new  confession,  a  new  commitment, 
and  a  new  attitude. 

A  new  economy  (vs.  10-17).  As 
citizens  of  a  new  kingdom  the 
disciples  must  now  learn  to  operate  in 
a  new  economy.  There  were  5,000 
hungry  folks  present  and  the  question 
presented  by  Jesus  was,  “How  can 
they  be  fed?”  The  disciples  con¬ 
sidered  their  own  resources  and 
reached  the  obvious  conclusion,  “We 
can’t  afford  it.”  These  followers  of 
Jesus  must  learn, never  to  base  their 
expectatibns  upon  their  own 
resources,  but  upon  the  resources  of 
God.  The  meeting  of  need  does  not 
always  depend  upon  the  supply  in  the 
hand  or  head  of  God’s  people.  Success 
in  God’s  work  depends  upon  his  bless¬ 
ings  ;  consequently,  he  blessed,  brake, 
gave,  and  all  were  filled  (vs.  16-17). 

A  new  confession  (vs.  18-22).  Jesus 
called  for  a  confession  when  he  said, 
“Whom  say  ye  that  I  am?”  An  accep¬ 
table  confession  came  forth 
immediately— “The  Christ  of  God.” 
There  is  some  confusion  as  to  why 
Jesus  requested  that  they  tell  no  one 
what  had  just  been  confessed  ( v.  21). 
The  solution  should  be  obvious;  they 


that  Mary  had  done  this  as  a  pre¬ 
anointing  of  his  body,  looking  to  his 
burial  at  the  end  of  the  week. 

Jesus’  second  statement  to  the 
apostles  was  a  reminder  that  they 
were  never  without  an  opportunity  to 
aid  the  poo£  “the  poor  you  always 
have  with  you,”  a  quotation  from 
Deuteronomy  15: 11.  There  was  still  op¬ 
portunity  for  them  to  fulfill  the 
Passover  custom  of  giving  to  the  poor. 
Jesus  was  not  insensitive  to  the  poor 
and  needy;  but  in  contrast  to  the 
always-present  opportunity  to  do 
something  for  the  poor,  Jesus  remind¬ 
ed  them  “but  you  do  not  always  have 
me  (v.  8).”  Soon  he  would  be  with 
them  no  more.  Let  anyone  who  had 
anything  he  wished  to  do  for  Jesus  act 
with  haste  On  the  night  of  his  betrayal 
he  would  say  almost  the  same  thing 
to  Judas  (13:27).  In  both  parts  of  his 
response,  Jesus  put  great  stress  on  his 
death.  Mary  had-  pre-anointfd  his 
body  for  burial  (v.Y);  he  would  not  be 
with  them  much  longer  (v.  8).  Still 
they  would  not  believe  that  he  was  to 
die.  They  would  resist  that  part  of  his 
teaching  to  the  very  end.  > 
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had  no  real  story  to  tell  until  after  the 
cross  and  the  resurrection  (v.  22).  The 
-Christian  has  a  story  to  tell  to  the  na¬ 
tions  and  it  is  more  than  the  feeding 
of  5,000;  it  is  that  Jesus  Christ  was 
crucified,  buried,  and  raised  from  the 
dead. 

A  new  commitment  (vs.  23-27). 
Jesus  does  not  coerce ;  he  offers  an  op¬ 
tion  by  saying,  “If  any  man  come 
after  me.”  From  those  who  choose  to 
exercise  this  option  Jesus  requires 
•  serious  commitment.  He  has  placed 
new  life  within  the  disciples.  If  one 
seeks  to  save  the  old  life  he  loses  the 
expression  of  the  new.  As  one  sur¬ 
renders  or  loses  the  old  life,  the  new 
is  expressed  or  saved. 

A  new  attitude  (vs.  37-50).  Having 
just  learned  on  the  Mount  of  Trans¬ 
figuration  that  Jesus  is  supreme  and 
not  to  be  equated  with  any  other  in¬ 
cluding  the  greatest  of  men,  il¬ 
lustrated  by  Moses  and  Elijah  (v.  33), 
it  is  surprising  they  would  turn  to  the 
theme  regarding  who  is  greatest 
among  themselves.  In  the  Kingdom  of 
God  the  disciples  must  be  prepared 
for  a  new  attitude  regarding  personal 
ambition  (vs.  46-48).  They  should 
desire  to  be  least  rather  than  greatest. 

Another  change  in  attitude  for 
which  the  disciples  must  be  prepared 
had  to  do  with  their  exclusive  disposi¬ 
tion  (vs.  49-50).  They  had  observed 
one  ministering  in  the  name  of  Jesus ; 
however,  because  he  was  not  a  part  of 
their  group  they  forbade  him.  The 
church  needs  to  realize  today  that 
many  groups  serve  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  and  no  one  person  or  group  has 
exclusive  privileges  in  Kingdom  ser¬ 
vice.  When  one  becomes  exclusive,  he 
makes  the  same  mistake  as  the 
disciples  who  were  convinced  that  on¬ 
ly  those  who  followed  with  them  could 
be  blessed.  God  has  never  franchised 
himself  to  any  exclusive  group.  He  is 
for  all  who  claim  his  name! 
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The  best  advertisement  of  a 
workshop  is  first-class  work.  The 
strongest  attraction  to  Christianity  is 
a  well-made  Christian  character.  — 
T.  L.  Cuyler 
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